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Sample Schedule 

 
This schedule shows a sample timeline of how you might complete the course.  Begin 

by filling in the starting date and completion date (see below).  You may find it helpful 

to fill in dates for each of the weeks. Here are the deadlines: 

 January training: deadline = June 1 (same year) 

 May Mid-Career training: deadline = December 1 (same year) 

 Summer training: deadline = December 1 (same year) 

 September training (Stint to staff) = January 1 (following year) 

 September training (Mid-Career) = March 1 (following year) 
 

 

Date Assignments to be Completed 

Write your starting date here: 

Week 1   Session 1 Session 2 

Week 2   Session 3 Session 4 

Week 3  Session 5 Session 6 

Week 4   Session 7 Session 8 

Week 5   Session 9 Session 10 

Week 6   Session 11 Session 12 

Week 7   Session 13 Session 14 

Week 8   Session 15 Session 16 

Week 9   Session 17 Session 18 

Week 10  Session 19 Session 20 

Week 11   Study and take Final 

Write your projected completion date* here: 

*Email Grade Sheet postmarked by this date. 
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New Testament Survey 

Instructor: Dr. Gary Stanley 

 

 

Class Syllabus 

 

I. Class Objectives 

 

 As a result of this class you should be able to: 

 

1. Outline and discuss the general background history of the Inter-testamental 

period including its institutions and literature. 

 

2. Define and address the general questions faced in the discipline known as 

New Testament Criticism. 

 

3. Outline the major events that shaped the character of the Apostle Paul. 

 

4. Give the general background and content of each New Testament book. 

 

5. Demonstrate an “ear” for the distinctives of each New Testament book based 

on the approach of this class. 

 

6. Trace the movements of Paul in the New Testament world. 

 

7. See an increased appreciation for the New Testament in your personal 

devotions and witness. 

 

 

II. Textbooks 

 

 An Outline of New Testament Survey by Walter Dunnett (Chicago: Moody, 

 1960) 

 

The Garimus File by Gary Stanley (San Bernardino: Here’s Life, 1983) 

 

The New Testament Manual by Gary Stanley (Ft. Collins: IBS 1983 &1995) [This 

manual is also referred to as the lecture notes.] 

 

  Note: New Testament Survey by Merrill Tenney (Grand Rapids,   

  Eerdmans, 1985) is frequently referred to by the authors    

  name alone. This text is no longer used in the course.
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III. Class Outline 

 

NOTE: All of the materials are available on-line: http://virtualibs.ccci.org/course/view.php?id=7  

SESSION READING ASSIGNMENTS LECTURE 

1 

 

[Note: Readings are due at the 

beginning of the session for which 

they are assigned. Do the reading 

before taking the quiz and listening to 

the lecture.] 

 

[Note: Quizzes are due at the 

beginning of the session for which 

they are assigned. Do the quiz before 

listening to the lecture.] 

“What’s It All About 

Alphesus?” 

Introduction 

2 Dunnett 7 – 13  “Silence is Golden” 

3 Dunnett 14 – 21 

Quiz #1(on Dunnett in 

sessions #2 and #3, finish 

before listening to the lecture 

in session #3) 

 

Special 

Assignment # 1 

“You Take the High Road 

and I’ll take the Low Road” 

(New Testament Criticism) 

4 

Dunnett 22 – 35;  

Any 5 chapters of Matthew 
and 3 chapters of Mark 

Journal Assignment 
“Royal Ledgers and 

Delinquent Accounts” 

5 
Dunnett 46 – 53;  

Any 7 chapters of John 
Journal Assignment “A Case of Corpus Delicti” 

6 
Dunnett 36 – 45;  

all of Luke 

Quiz # 2 (on Dunnett in 

sessions #4, #5, and #6, finish 

before listening to the lecture in 

session #6) 

 

Journal Assignment 

 

“A Diagnosis of Theophilus” 

 

7 

Dunnett 54 – 68; 

Garimus 18 – 25;  

all of Acts 

Getting the Lay of the Land 

Assignment 

 

Journal Assignment 

 

Special 

Assignment # 2 

“Breaking Away” 

8 
Dunnett 69 – 73; 

Garimus 8 – 16 
Journal Assignment 

“The Apprenticeship of a 

Tentmaker” 

http://virtualibs.ccci.org/course/view.php?id=7
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9 

Dunnett 73 – 80, 93 – 98; 

Garimus 26 – 42; 

Galatians, I & II Thess. 

Quiz # 3(on Dunnett in sessions 

#7, #8, and #9, finish before 

listening to the lecture in 

session #9) 

 

Journal Assignment 

“Uptight and Out of Sight” 

10 
Dunnett 81 – 92;  

I & II Corinthians 

 

Journal Assignment 

 

Plan ahead for Special 

Assignment #5 

“A Product of Environment” 

11 
Dunnett 98 – 103; 

Romans 

 

Quiz # 4(on Dunnett in sessions 

#10 and #11, finish before 

listening to the lecture in 

session #11) 

 

Journal Assignment 

“The Road Not Taken” 

12 

Dunnett 104 – 115;  

Garimus 44 – 51;  

Ephesians & Colossians 

Journal Assignment “Cutting Apron Strings” 

13 

Dunnett 115 – 121;  

Garimus 52 – 70;  

Philippians & Philemon 

Journal Assignment “Under the Circumstances” 

14 

Dunnett 122 – 133;  

Garimus 72 – 87;  

I & II Tim and Titus 

Quiz # 5(on Dunnett in 

sessions #12, #13, and #14, 

finish before listening to the 

lecture in session #14) 

 

Journal Assignment 

 

Special 

Assignment # 3 

“Last Wills and Testaments” 

15 

Dunnett 147 – 153;  

Garimus 88 – 101;  

I & II Peter 

Journal Assignment 
“The One That Didn’t Get 

Away” 

16 
Dunnett 134 – 141;  

Hebrews 

Quiz # 6(on Dunnett in sessions 

#15 and #16, finish before 

listening to the lecture in 

session #16) 

 

Journal Assignment 

“Don’t Stand on Ceremony” 
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17 

Dunnett 141 – 146, 159 – 162; 

Garimus 1 – 7;  

James & Jude 

Journal Assignment 

 

Special 

Assignment # 4 

“Advice from Two Little 

Brothers” 

18 

Dunnett 153 – 159;  

Garimus 102 – 111;  

I, II, & III John 

Journal Assignment “Endangered Species” 

19 
Dunnett 163 – 172;  

Revelation 

Quiz # 7(on Dunnett in sessions 

#17, #18, and #19, finish before 

listening to the lecture in 

session #19) 

 

Journal Assignment 

“From Here to Eternity” 

20 Garimus 112 – 113 
Special 

Assignment # 5 
“And Back Again” 

21  

Study for final: Study Guide 

can be found at the end of the 

Syllabus 
Final Exam 
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IV. Written Assignments 

 

 A. Weekly Journal and Required Readings 
 

The readings are meant to be interactive – i.e. ponder, listen, and replay as you 

read. The journal is to help you integrate the readings with your life while taking 

this course.  

 

Journaling is one of the best ways to commune with God. Putting your thoughts 

and insights on paper does several things: it focuses your thoughts and slows your 

mind down to a navigable speed, it preserves some of the heart lessons God teaches 

those who spend time in His Word, and serves as a reminder of His activity in your 

life. 

 

Instructions:   This is to be a weekly journal, not an “all-nighter” journal done at the 

end of the course. The journaling begins with session #4 and ends with session #19. 

You are to do one journal entry per session (not per book). You will have 16 entries 

in all. Write in your journal every week (obviously, a “daily” journal would be 

even better). Do your journal in some kind of notebook, i.e. no loose or stapled 

pages (or on the computer if that’s easier for you). 

 

 Follow the format given below: 

 

1. Read the assigned Scriptural text and pages from Garimus and Dunnett 

during the week. 

 

2. Select a verse(s), or phrase, or quote from your readings; write it out 

along with the reference. 

 

3. Write out your thoughts, feelings, and insights on your selection.  

(Be sure to think about how your selection relates to the broader context. 

You may find it helpful to address those thoughts to your Heavenly Father.) 

 

4. In light of your reading and reflection, consider how God is leading you 

to respond to Him. You might consider whether there are any recurring 

themes in your journaling.  The following questions may also be helpful:  

How does this passage challenge you to think differently about God?  What 

false beliefs does it expose?  What aspects of God’s character does it invite 

you to embrace?  How does it lead you to worship Christ?  How does it 

challenge you to think differently about yourself? Is there some specific 

action you believe God is asking you take? 

 

Note: No one will read your journal; it can be personal.  

 

 

 

 

 



viii 

Grading: The journal and Biblical readings are worth 75 points and will be graded 

 by each student using the following criteria: 

  - 50 Points for reading 100% of the assigned readings 

- 25 points for doing the 16 journal entries over multiple weeks. 

Each student will estimate the percentage of each criterion s/he has accomplished 

 and submit that grade after taking the final exam. 

 

Example of the journal format: 

 
 

3. I will write a letter home expressing my commitment to my 

parents and God’s calling. * 

 

Note: This journal entry was written by Rory Jordan two days before his death. 

 

* (My addition to show the assignment’s format) 
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B. Getting the Lay of the Land 

 

One of the most rewarding (and most neglected) tools in the study of the New 

Testament is understanding the “lay of the land.” As you read Acts, for session #7, 

follow Paul’s movements on the map in the back of your bible and trace them on 

the map supplied in the manual. 

 

Note: If you go through the trouble of marking at least 50 locations (cities, 

 regions, countries, bodies of water, etc.), you will receive full credit. However, the 

 goal of this exercise is to begin the process of moving the maps in the back of your 

 Bible into your understanding of the New Testament. 

 

Grading: 25 points possible determined by identifying and marking 50 locations 

on the provided map. Each student will estimate the percentage of the criterion s/he 

has accomplished and submit that grade after taking the final exam. 

 

C. Special Assignments 

 

In some sessions you will find a “special assignment.” These assignments will be 

enjoyable and encouraging. They will help integrate what you are learning from the 

New Testament with your time in ministry. 

 

The Assignments are: 

 

1. “Staying in Touch with those scattered…” James 1:1 

Paul wrote letters to encourage the people he loved to walk with the Lord. 

He used the best vehicle of the time, writing letters, to encourage people. 

Choose three people that you would like to encourage and write them 

postcards. You might share something God is teaching you. 

 

Nowadays, a telephone call can really make a difference. Ask God whom 

He would have you call today to encourage in their walk. Call them. Ask 

how they are doing. Listen. Build them up applying principles gleaned from 

this course. Note: If you would like, you may want to set up a regular time 

to call this person. 
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2. Portraits of Prayer 

Prayer was not optional in the life and ministry of Jesus or Paul, but it was 

an essential. Think for a moment about what you have learned from your 

readings of the New Testament about prayer and our Lord. 

 

Call or write your ministry director and ask them to send you specific 

information so that you can pray for the ministry. If you would like, ask for 

pictures of the staff team, information about upcoming events in the 

ministry, or for a hat or T-shirt (be willing to pay for it) to remind you of 

your assignment. If your ministry has a prayer coordinator, ask for their 

name and phone #. 

 

Pray for the ministry this week. Take time to dream about being with them. 

Pray that God would get you there quickly. 

 

3. Reflections on Faith and the Master 

As you have read in the Gospels, The Master Teacher placed great emphasis 

on faith in life and ministry. Take a moment to reflect on the following 

questions and apply as outlined: 

 What does Jesus say about faith? 

 If Jesus were sitting here beside you as you were preparing 

to dial the phone or go on your next MPD appointment, what 

would he say to you? 

 Call a friend and encourage him/her with what you have 

learned about faith and remind them to remember Jesus’ 

words as well. 

 

4. What You Read Is Not What You Hear 

The Bible was primarily written to be heard rather than read (few folks had 

personal copies of the Bible until recent times). There are several versions 

of the Bible available on audio (the choice in yours). “Listen” to either the 

Gospel of John or the Book of Acts or Romans or all three of these smaller 

books together: Ephesians & Philippians & II Timothy. 

 

Note: You may wish to take a walk while you listen (driving and really 

listening are hard to do), but be sure to listen to an entire book in one 

session. 

 

One evening, take some time out to see a movie that will turn your heart 

toward the Lord. Rent something to watch that will feed your soul. Here are 

some suggested titles: 

 

The Jesus Film 

 Jesus of Nazareth 

 Chariots of Fire 

 Courageous 

The Mission 

Shadowlands 

The Cotton Patch Gospel 

Fire Proof 

  The Nativity Story 

Les Misérables 
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5. Lessons on Spiritual Leadership: an Interview with a Pastor 

By now you probably have a list of questions from the course that you 

would like answers to. In addition you have had time to reflect on your 

ministry, your role as a new staff member, and your call to being a spiritual 

leader. Make an appointment with a pastor to go over any question you 

have and to discuss the topic of “spiritual leadership.” Take notes, a 

prepared list of questions, and don’t talk about MPD with him while you are 

there. Include the following in your appointment: 

 Tell him about the New Testament Survey course that you 

are taking as you are preparing for your ministry assignment. 

 Let him know that you recognize that he is a spiritual leader 

and that you want to gain some perspective from him for 

your ministry. 

 Ask him the following questions: 

o What does it mean to be a spiritual leader? 

o As a spiritual leader, what insights do you have on 

becoming a spiritual leader? 

o What books would you recommend that have helped 

you in your development as a spiritual leader? 

 

Note: This assignment may take some forethought and planning. Make sure 

you plan this assignment into your MPD schedule at time that you are in the 

town where you would feel comfortable meeting with a pastor. If you need 

to, you can do this assignment before you reach the session in which it is 

assigned. This assignment can be done jointly with others taking the course 

if desired (both should attend the interview). 

 

Grading: Each Special Assignment is worth 20 points. Total points = 100. Each 

student will estimate the percentage of each criterion s/he has accomplished and 

submit that grade after taking the final exam. 

 

D. Quizzes on Readings from Dunnett 
 

There are quizzes taken from the assigned readings from Dunnett inserted at the 

beginning of several sessions. Take the quiz before listening to that session’s 

lecture. 

Note: Quizzes are closed book. Please do not use any helps for the quizzes 

(readings, lecture notes, etc.). 

 

Grading: The quizzes are worth a total of 50 points. 
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E. Final 
 

The final exam covers only the class lectures, the Garimus File, and the lecture 

notes (known as the manual). Dunnett is not covered on the final exam; it is 

covered by the quizzes. The final is made up of 131 questions consisting of 

matching, true/false, and multiple guess. The questions draw equally from all 

sessions. Note: This final is for real. It is designed to evaluate you as a New 

Testament student – it rewards those who study.  

 

Grading: The final exam is worth 131 points. 

 

V. Grading Procedures 

  

Assignment Points Possible 

Weekly Journal and Bible Readings 75 

Lay of the Land 25 

Special Assignments 100 

Quizzes from Dunnett 50 

Final Exam 131 

Total Points: 381 

 

 

VI. Recommended Readings 

 

 An Introduction to the New Testament by D.A. Carson, Douglass J. Moo, and Leon 

Morris, Zondervan. 

 New Testament Introduction by Donald Guthrie, Inter-Varsity Press. 

 Introduction to the New Testament by Everett Harrison, Eerdmans. 

 An Introduction to the Pauline Epistles by D. Edmond Hiebert, Moody Press. 

 A Self-Study Guide by Irving Jensen, Moody Press. 

 Letters to Street Christians by Two Brothers from Berkeley, Zondervan. 

 The Origin and Transmission of the New Testament by L.D. Twilley, Eerdmans. 

 The Christ Commission by Og Mandino 

 Talk Thru the New Testament by Bruce Wilkinson and Kenneth Boa (Nashville: 

Thomas Nelson Pub., 1983) 
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Final Exam Study Guide 

The final is taken exclusively from the lectures, manual (lecture notes), and the Garimus 

File. There are 131 questions, fairly evenly drawn from Sessions #2 through #20. While no 

specific dates are asked for in the final, there are several opportunities to discover whether 

or not you know the chronological order of events and the like. 

 

The goal of the final exam is not to test for picky details, which you would just put in your 

short-term memory, but the wise student will “own” the general structure (outline) of most 

of the books. The intent of many of the questions is to help you develop an “ear” for the 

books and authors by testing your ability to distinguish between them (i.e. the matching 

questions). The final exam will be thorough and difficult, but fair. We hope you learn a lot, 

even by taking the exam. 

 

Note: This study guide is not meant to be exhaustive and there may be questions on the 

final exam that are not addressed in this study guide. It is meant to be a guide to help you 

know how much detail you need to know on some topics.  

 

Review for Final 
 

 Canonicity, general timeline, principles 

governing 

 Intertestamental periods (and their 

meanings) 

 Intertestamental literature 

 The “Q” source 

 Ancient manuscripts 

 Textual criticism 

 Form criticism 

 Redaction criticism 

 Higher and Lower criticism 

 For each book know:  

o characteristics 

o outline 

o major themes 

o author(s) 

o where they were written from 

o time frame when written 

o purpose 

o audience 

 Timeline of Paul’s life 

 events God used to shape Paul 

 order books were written 

 Names of Jesus’ disciples 

 Septuagint 

 Who founded the church at Rome 

 Interpretations Hebrews 6 

 Gnosticism 

 Eschatology 

 schools of interpretation 

 views on millennium 

 Difficulties commonly encountered in 

understanding the epistles 

 New Testament writers and their 

characteristics 

 

 

Instructions for Taking the Final 
 

1. Take the final exam online (http://virtualibs.ccci.org/course/view.php?id=7). 

2. This is a closed book exam. Do not use any helps (readings, lecture notes, etc.).

http://virtualibs.ccci.org/course/view.php?id=7
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Preface 
 

 

 

June 2007  

 

The New Testament Survey course you hold in your hands began in 1979 at Arrowhead 

Springs. For eleven years I had the privilege of teaching this class every winter and 

summer to nearly 8,000 students through the Institute of Biblical Studies.  

 

With each new class the content was revised and adapted to the needs of a very special 

audience-the New Staff of Campus Crusade for Christ. The material soon outgrew the 

twenty hours of lecture and The Garimus File (1983) was published to make room for 

this "work in process."  

 

In 1990 this version of the New Testament Survey was laid to rest. I did not have the 

heart to merely say good-bye to this "old friend" so I edited the taped lectures from years 

gone by, and filed them along with the class notes in the International School of 

Theology library.  

 

I hadn't given much thought to the possibility of this class becoming a correspondence 

course, but I'm very grateful someone else did. My only regret is that I won't be there in 

person to introduce you to the old friends and eternal truths that live within the pages of 

the New Testament. However, I've asked the Real Teacher of this course to do just that.  

 

Enjoy,  

 

 

Gary Stanley 

 

P.S.  I am now the Academic Dean of Rivendell College in Boulder, Colorado 

(rivendellcollege.org).  These days I’m more likely to teach something in spiritual 

formation, but I occasionally find myself drawn back to New Testament Survey—now 

days with PowerPoint, movie clips and new monologues from the characters that 

populate this most amazing book.  It is a high honor to walk this road with you.   

 

P.S.S.  Feel free to drop me a note and tell me how goes the class gary@garimus.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:gary@garimus.com
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