Intro to Mission
Institute of Biblical Studies
Course Syllabus and Notes
Course Description
Our God is a missionary God. From Genesis to Revelation, God is working to create a
community of redeemed people from every tribe, tongue and nation for his glory. This class will
help you better understand God’s mission (missio Dei) and the vital role his church is called to
play in advancing his kingdom. We will explore cross-cultural mission from four perspectives.
First, we will look at what Scripture says about the mission of God (biblical/theological
perspective). Second, we will trace the global history of Christian mission from the first century
to the twenty-first century (historical perspective). Third, we will examine culture and how we
can more effectively communicate the gospel cross-culturally (cultural perspective). Finally, we
will explore how Cru fits into the global story of missions and how we, as Cru missionaries, can
participate in God’s mission to gather a redeemed people from every nation for his glory
(strategic perspective).
Course Objectives
1. Biblical (3 lessons)
a. Cultivate a God-centered and trinitarian view of Christian mission (missio Dei).
b. Develop a greater passion to see Jesus Christ exalted in every nation and among every
people.
c. Beginning with God’s promise to Abraham (Gen 12:1-3), trace the biblical basis for
mission throughout the story of God from Genesis to Revelation.
d. Better understand the nature and scope of the Great Commission Jesus gave to the
church (Matt. 28:18-20; Mark 16:15-18; Luke 24:44-49; John 20:21; Acts 1:8).
e. Investigate four missiological themes in Acts: the importance of cross-cultural witness,
the need for contextualization, the power of the Holy Spirit and reality of suffering in
Christian mission.
2. Historical (4 lessons)
a. Beginning with the first century, learn how the gospel has spread around the world
through the witness of the church.
b. Discover some of the surprising means God, in his providence, has used to spread the
gospel around the world.
c. Better understand barriers to the spread of the gospel in the history of the church.
d. Further awareness about the current reality of the gospel among the people groups of
the world.
e. Explore the life and ministry of a cross-cultural missionary.
3. Cultural (3 lessons)
a. Become a humble learner in the area of culture and ethnicity.
b. Develop greater motivation to cross cultures in bringing the gospel of Jesus Christ to
every people group.
c. Grow in appreciation for the challenge in crossing cultures and effectively
communicating the gospel.
d. Better understand three aspects of culture (worldview, material-economic, socialrelational).
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e. Discover tools that enable you to better understand and communicate more effectively
with your ministry audience (ethnography).
f. Become more persuaded of the need to contextualize the gospel in a way that is faithful
to Scripture and meaningful to your ministry audience focusing on three areas:
messengers, message and movements.
4. Strategic (2 lessons)
a. Understand how Cru, as a religious missionary order, fits into the global story of
Christian mission.
b. Consider and personalize how you, as a missionary with Cru, can participate in God’s
mission to gather a redeemed people for his glory from every nation.
Required Texts
Ralph Winter and Steven Hawthorne, eds. Perspectives on the World Christian Movement: A
Reader. 4th ed. Pasadena: William Carey Library, 2013. ISBN-13: 978-0878083909.
This will serve as the main course text. It contains hundreds of short essays addressing
key topics in mission. The Kindle e-book version is also available. (ASIN: B00N5CI6HE)
The EBook version includes two books, the Perspectives Reader and the Study Guide.
We will not use the Study Guide in this course.
Timothy Keller. Center Church: Doing Balanced, Gospel-Centered Ministry in Your City. Grand
Rapids: Zondervan, 2012. ISBN-13: 978-0310494188. We will read Keller’s discussion
of contextualization in this class. This book is also a required text for other IBS courses
so you will be reading more of it in the future. The Kindle e-book version is also
available. (ASIN: B005JSGB5Q)
You may also need to purchase a text for your missionary biography assignment (see page 4.)
Recommended Texts
Timothy C. Tennent. Invitation to World Missions: A Trinitarian Missiology for the Twenty-first
Century. Grand Rapids: Kregel, 2010.
Ruth Tucker. From Jerusalem to Irian Jaya: A Biographical History of Christian Missions, 2nd
edition. Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 2004.
David Livermore. Cultural Intelligence: Improving Your CQ to Engage Our Multicultural World.
Grand Rapids: Baker, 2009.
John Piper. Let the Nations Be Glad: The Supremacy of God in Missions, 3rd edition. Grand
Rapids: Baker Books, 2010.
Arthur F. Glasser. Announcing the Kingdom: The Story of God’s Mission in the Bible. Grand
Rapids: Baker Books, 2003.
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Course Requirements
This course is part of your required development as a Cru missionary. The first and most critical step is
setting aside a regular weekly time in your schedule to work on the class. Find a time when you are
fresh and not likely to be meeting people for appointments (e.g., the morning). Put this class into your
schedule as an “appointment!” Occasionally, circumstances will arise that require you to adjust your
study time, which means you will need to prioritize at some other time during the week. You will also
find it beneficial to work in an undistracted environment. The majority of this course will be completed
online and can be accessed at the IBS virtual website: ibsvirtual.cru.org.
For each lesson you will partake in the following activities:
o Praying for an unreached people group using Joshua Project
o Watching the corresponding video content
o Reading the required materials
o Journaling your experience
In addition to your weekly activities, you will interact with your coaching group via forum posts at the
end of each major section. There will also be four virtual coaching group meetings and two special
projects during the course.
1. Video Lectures: Each lesson contains 60-90 minutes of lecture or other video content (broken
into smaller units). The video lectures can be found online via the course site. You may also
download these videos to watch on a device of your preference. The course site will have more
information about downloading the video lectures.
2. Reading: Each session will include roughly 25pp of reading from the Perspectives Reader, Center
Church, or other articles. Through this reading you will be exposed to leading missionary
strategists and practitioners around the world. The reading assignments account for 25% of
your grade. At the end of the course you will submit a report showing how much of the reading
you completed.
3. Missions Journal: You will keep a journal throughout the course in which you will record
reflections about how the course is impacting your understanding of Christian mission and what
it means to be a missionary. Journal entries can be written in the space provided in the lecture
notes or online. At the end of the course you will submit the number of journal entries you
completed. The Missions Journal and the Group Posts combined constitutes 15% of your grade.
4. Group Posts: At the end of each major section (biblical, historical, cultural, strategic) you will
write a short post in a forum describing what you’ve been learning and interacting with what
others have shared. The forums can be found on the course site where you will be provided
further instruction.
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5. Coaching Group: You will be assigned to a coaching group with eight to ten other students.
Your coaching group will meet on four occasions during the course using Google hangout. You
are required to participate in these coaching meetings and need to adjust your schedule
accordingly. Your coach will inform you of the dates and times of these meetings. The first
meeting (during Lesson 1) will be a time to get to know your coaching group. The second
(following Lesson 7) will center around your Missionary Biography assignment. The third
(following lesson 10) will focus on your Cultural Learning Experience. The final coaching meeting
(following lesson 12) will be geared towards how you’ve grown and what you’ve learned overall
in the class. Each meeting will be around 90 minutes, and you will be expected to share, discuss
and interact during these times. Coaching Group meetings account for 10% of your grade and
will be assessed on your attendance and participation.
6. Missionary Biography: You will select a cross-cultural missionary to study. You can either read
a biography (minimum of 50pp) or interview someone who has served, or is presently serving,
on the mission field in a language and/or culture that is different from his or her own. You will
find a list of recommended missionary biographies at the end of the syllabus (page 7). After you
finish your reading or interview, you will write 900-1000 words summarizing what you learned.
Structure your paper around the following four themes: (1) an introduction which describes the
historical, cultural and geographic context of the culture in which your missionary served; (2) a
short overview of the missionary’s life and ministry; (3) lessons you learned from this missionary
about crossing cultures effectively; and (4) any additional personal insights gleaned from
studying the life of this missionary. Be sure to include a bibliography at the end, listing the
sources you cite (include the author, title, city of publication, publisher, date of publication).
Further details and direction can be found on the course site. You will also share what you
learned with your coaching group during one of the virtual meetings. The Missionary Biography
constitutes 30% of your grade.
7. Cultural Learning Experience: As a missionary and someone living on mission, cultivating a
posture of humility and developing a learner mentality is of prime importance. This is a lifelong
journey and we know that you are already on it. This assignment will be one more step and
hopefully a significant one. To complete this assignment, you will attend a service, at least once,
in a church of a culture and ethnicity different from your own. This is required to be a new
experience, not a reflection of a previous one. You will need to make arrangements to find a
church even if that requires you to travel some distance. You will then write a short report
describing what you observed. Further details and direction can be found on the course site.
You will also share what you learned in one of the virtual coaching group meetings. The Cultural
Learning Experience accounts for 20% of your grade.
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Course Grade
Reading
Journal and Group Posts
Coaching Group
Missionary Biography
Cultural Learning Experience
Total

Grading Scale
25%
15%
10%
30%
20%
100%

94-100
A
92-93
A90-91
B+
84-89
B
82-83
B80-81
C+
74-79
C
72-73
C*You will need a grade of 72 or better to pass
the course and obtain the required IBS credit.

When do I start?
You are automatically registered for Intro to Mission when you start your staff training. Your Intro to
Mission course will start the week following the completion of your training. The chart below shows an
approximation of when your course starts. You should receive a schedule with the exact start date and
deadline of your course.
Date
Winter Training (Jan/Feb)
Spring Training (May)
Summer Training (July)
Fall Training (September)

Approximate Start Date
February 15
June 1
August 1
September 15

Approximate Deadline
June 1 (same year)
September 15 (same year)
November 15 (same year)
January 1 (following year)

How do I get started with the class?
Please order the required texts as soon as possible. Before the course begins, you should receive an
email with the necessary information to enroll in the course. At this time you will also be assigned a
coaching group. You will have to set up an account on the course site (ibsvirtual.cru.org) using your
Relay account. This is the same account information you use for the StaffWeb and to check your Cru
email. After you create an account, use the enrollment key provided in the email to enroll in the course.
The enrollment email will include more specific details on how to start this process. If you have not
received an enrollment email, please contact Ibs.Virtual@cru.org.
What if I have Questions?
Your first resource for course questions is your coach. Your coach’s contact information will be included
in the initial enrollment email. If you still have unanswered questions regarding Intro to Mission or if
you are having technical problems, please send an email Ibs.Virtual@cru.org.
What if I am working full-time?
If you will still be employed full-time outside of Cru as you raise your support, you are eligible to defer
Intro to Mission. You would be expected to start the course as soon as your full-time employment
ceases. To apply for a deferral, please email Ibs.Virtual@cru.org with the subject line, “ITM Deferral”.
Please include your name, a brief explanation of your work situation and which NSO training you are
attending. Please send this email immediately.
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Course Schedule – Overview
This schedule below shows a timeline for Intro to Mission. To stay on pace, you will need to complete
one lesson per week, which will require approximately 5 hours. Begin by writing the start date of your
course into “Week 1” of the chart below. You can then fill in the rest of the dates for your schedule. You
should be given an exact start date and deadline during your training or in an informational email. If you
complete the course by the deadline given, you will receive a tuition rebate of $150.
Date

Write in the
Dates

Section

Lesson Schedule
Virtual Coaching Session #1

Date & Time

Introduction
Coaching Group Post #1 due

Week 1

Intro

Week 2

Biblical

LESSON 1 – The Missionary Heart of God in the Old Testament

Week 3

Biblical

LESSON 2 – The Great Commission

Week 4

Biblical

LESSON 3 – Missionary Themes in the Book of Acts
Coaching Group Post #2 due

Week 5

Historical

LESSON 4 – Turning Points in Mission History before 1792

Week 6

Historical

LESSON 5 – The “Great Century” of Missions (1792-1910)

Week 7

Historical

LESSON 6 – The Flowering of Global Christianity (Part 1)

Week 8

Historical

LESSON 7 – The Flowering of Global Christianity (Part 2)
Coaching Group Post #3 due

Week 9

Historical

Complete Missionary Biography
Virtual Coaching Session #2

Date & Time

Week 10

Cultural

LESSON 8 – Becoming a Cultural Learner

Week 11

Cultural

LESSON 9 – Understanding your Audience (Ethnography)

Week 12

Cultural

LESSON 10 – Communicating the Gospel Cross-Culturally
Coaching Group Post #4 due

Week 13

Cultural

Complete Cultural Learning Experience
Virtual Coaching Session #3

Date & Time

Week 14

Strategic

LESSON 11 – How does Cru fit into the Mission to the Nations?

Week 15

Strategic

LESSON 12 – Serving as a Missionary with Cru
Coaching Group Post #5 due

Date & Time

Virtual Coaching Session #4

Deadline

Final date for Reading Report and tuition rebate
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Recommended Missionary Biographies
Reading missionary biographies offer several benefits:
1. They inspire us to obey God’s call wherever, to whomever, whenever...no matter the cost.
2. They challenge us with those who have gone before as we see their faith and flaws, while
recognizing God’s grace in it all.
3. They teach us what has been done well in missions history and what may need to be “undone”.
4. They help us recognize and wrestle with missiological dilemmas.
Anderson, Courtney. To the Golden Shore: The Life of Adoniram Judson
Aylward, Gladys. Gladys Aylward: The Little Woman
Brother Andrew. God's Smuggler
Carey, S. Pearce. William Carey
Chan, Pak-Chue. The Marvelous Promises: The Miracle of a Chinese Christian Doctor.
Chikane, Frank. No Life of My Own: An Autobiography.
Cronin, Vincent. Wise Man from the West: Matteo Ricci and His Mission to China
Crossman, Eileen Fraser. Mountain Rain: A Biography of James O. Fraser: Pioneer Missionary to China
Dick, Lois Hoadley. Isobel Kuhn: Missionary to the Lisu in China
Edwards, Jonathan. The Life and Diary of David Brainerd
Elliot, Elisabeth. A Chance to Die: The Life and Legacy of Amy Carmichael
Elliot, Elisabeth. Shadow of the Almighty: The Life & Testament of Jim Elliot
Goforth, Rosalind. Goforth Of China
Grubb, Norman. CT Studd: Cricketer and Pioneer
Hackel, Steven. Junipero Serra: California's Founding Father
Harvey. Bridges of Faith Across the Sea’s.
James, Sharon. My Heart In His Hands: Ann Judson of Burma
MacNutt, Francis. Bartholomew de Las Casas: His Life, Apostolate, and Writings.
McCasland, David. Eric Liddell: Pure Gold
Ogawa, Joshua. Unlimited Purpose: An Asian Missionary Tells His Story.
Olson, Bruce. Bruchko

Rose, Darlene Deibler. Evidence Not Seen: A Woman's Miraculous Faith in the Jungles of World War II
Roseveare, Helen. Give Me This Mountain
Steer, Roger. A Man in Christ: The Story of J. Hudson Taylor
Steven, Hugh. Manuel
Stevens, Robert J. Profiles of African-American Missionaries
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Swift, Catherine. Gladys Aylward: The Courageous English Missionary
Taylor, J.B. Biography of Elder Lott Cary
Various Authors. George Liele’s Life and Legacy: An Unsung Hero
Vincent, Eileen. No Sacrifice Too Great: The Story of C.T. Studd and Priscilla
Wait, Montrose. Waite: A Man Who Could Not Wait
Waters, John. Storming the Golden Kingdom: Adoniram Judson, Apostle to Burma
Whalin and Woehr. One Bright and Shining Path
Zebua, Ria. A Secret Hope.
Zwerner, Samuel. Raymund Lull: First Missionary to the Moslems

Note: A list of missionary biographies written in Spanish is provided on the course site.
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Reading Report

Unless otherwise indicated, all the articles listed below can be found in the Perspectives Reader. The numbers
preceding the author and title indicate the chapter. Any PDFs can be found on the course site.

Lesson
Intro
Lesson 1

Lesson 2

Lesson 3

Lesson 4

Lesson 5

Lesson 6

Assignment
1. Stott, “The Living God is a Missionary God” (7)
4. Stott, “The Bible in World Evangelization” (6)
2. Kaiser, “Israel’s Missionary Call” (7)
5. Wright, “Mission and God’s Earth” (7)
11. Blackaby, “On Mission with God” (4)
13. Ladd, “The Gospel of the Kingdom” (13)
17. Goerner, “Jesus and the Gentiles” (6)
19. Coleman, “The Master’s Plan” (4)
23. Thomas, “The Turning Point: Setting the Gospel
Free” (3)
25. Glasser, “The Apostle Paul and the Missionary
Task” (5)
29. McQuilkin, “Lost” (6)
33. Tson, “Suffering and Martyrdom” (4)
35. McClung, “Apostolic Passion” (3)
37. Beaver, “The History of Mission Strategy” (11)
38. Sunquist, “Asian Christianity: Facing the Rising
Sun” (5)
39. Winter, “The Two Structures of God’s Redemptive
Mission” (10)
40. Walls, “Missionary Societies and the Fortunate
Subversion of the Church” (9)
45. Kraft, “Women in Mission” (5)
46. Cornelius, “A Historical Survey of African
Americans in World Missions” (6)
47. Howard, “Student Power in World Missions” (7)
43. Woodberry, “The Social Impact of Christian
Missions” (5)
52. Zwemer, “The Glory of the Impossible” (6)
54. Winter, “The New Macedonia” (14)

Assigned
Pages

# Pages
Completed

13
18

23

21

26

27

25
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Lesson 7

Lesson 8

Lesson 9

Lesson 10

Lesson 11

Lesson 12

55. Mandryk, “The State of the Gospel” (8)
57. Africa Sending, Brazilian Sending, Korean Sending,
Indian Sending, Chinese Sending, Filipino Sending,
Latin American Sending (5)
61. Johnson and Lee, “From Western Christendom to
Global Christianity” (6)
61b. Jenkins, “The Next Christendom: The Coming of
Global Christianity” (2)
“Building a Biblical Theology of Ethnicity for Global
Mission” - PDF (17)
80. Dye, “Discovering the Holy Spirit’s Work in a
Community” (4)
69. Richardson, “Redemptive Analogy” (7)
Keller, Center Church
chapter 7, “Intentional Contextualization” (9)
chapter 8, “Balanced Contextualization” (6)
Keller, Center Church
chapter 9, “Biblical Contextualization” (9)
chapter 10, “Active Contextualization” (14)
84. Winter and Koch, “Finishing the Task: The
Unreached Peoples Challenge” (16)
“What is Cru?” - PDF (9)
“Win, Build, Send in the Context of Love” - PDF (2)
126. Winter, “Reconsecration: To a Wartime, Not a
Peacetime, Lifestyle” (3)
127. Hickman, “Life on Purpose” (6)
133. Shaw and Norsworthy, “Welcoming the World at
Your Door” (2)
136. “The Lausanne Covenant” (5)
TOTAL*
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21

21

22

23

25

18

283

*The total number of pages completed will be submitted at the end of the course on the course site.
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