Apologetics Worksheet #2
Topic: Morality and the Problem of Evil
Name _________________________


       Grade __________

An individual with whom you are sharing the gospel offers the following response. “You said that God loves the world. I have a serious problem believing in a God who would allow thousands of innocent men, women and children to be killed by an earthquake and Tsunami like the one in Japan. How can you believe there is a “loving” God when there is so much suffering in the world?” 

1. What are six questions you might ask this person to try to identify his or her underlying issues or concerns?
2. Imagine that in the process of asking some additional questions you discover that this person is convinced that the existence of a loving God is logically incompatible with evil and suffering. How would you respond?  (Write a detailed response below)
3. In response to the claim that morality is best accounted for in terms of God’s existence, someone objects and claims that morality is simply the product of evolutionary processes and can be explained in solely biological terms. What are three questions you might ask him in order to help him see the implications of his position? Explain your answers.
4. 
A friend tells you that she could never worship an immoral deity like the God described in the Old Testament since he is said to have commanded the genocide of the Canaanite people. We don’t accept ethnic cleansing today so neither should we accept such actions in the name of religion. How would you respond? Would you agree that the killing of the Canaanites was an act of genocide or ethnic cleasning? Why or why not? Think of at least three questions you would ask her and explain your reasoning for asking them (i.e., what would you hope to help her see by way of these questions?)
PAGE  
2

