Worksheet #8 – Application
Name:
___________________________



Grade _____/ 10 points


Understanding the Redemptive Focus of Scripture

1. Read the article entitled “Understanding Scripture’s Fallen Condition Focus”  

a. How does Chapell define the “fallen-condition focus” (FCF) of Scripture?  (1/2 point)

b. What is the “redemptive solution” (RS) and how does it relate to the FCF? Is “Jesus” always the right answer? Why/why not?  (1/2 point)
Consult Your Commentary

2. Read the “Contemporary Significance” section of the NIV Application Commentary for Ephesians 2: 11-22 and then respond to the question: In Snodgrass’ judgment, what contemporary situations/issues does your passage address?   According to Snodgrass, what changes (in character, attitude, belief, or action) does this passage call for in our lives? (1 point)

Identify Fallen Condition and Redemptive-Solution for Ephesians 2:11-22
3. From 2:11-22, choose a significant fallen condition, with which you resonate most?  Circle one. 
a. You’re excluded and don’t belong. Those on the “inside” make that clear. You feel like you are second rate, second class and maybe a second thought.

b. Feeling superior to others and basing my worth on personal accomplishments or ethnic identity (i.e., biblical knowledge, leadership experience, MPD, language ability.)

Share a specific example of how you see this fallen condition expressed in your life? (1 point)
4. This passage deals with our corporate sin or group pride. Like the Jews in the first century, sometimes groups of Christians believe they are privileged and more special to God than others. How does Eph 2:11-22 address this issue for us today? (1 point)

5. From Eph 2: 11-22, what is the grace in this passage? Remember your redemptive solution will relate to the FC above. Circle the one that corresponds to the fallen condition you identified most with. 

a. God in Christ brought me near as he did every other believer, so that we have confidence in him and access together by the same Spirit. In Christ, he has given me a new status and identity a fellow heir with Christ his people. 

b.    God, who calls me to remember my desperate past, continues to invite me to him by refocusing hope in Christ’s peace making work on the Cross. 

How is this Good News to you? (1 point)

Identify Personal Response

6. In light of what you have written in the previous questions, how is God leading you to respond to Him in and through Ephesians 2: 11-22?  Take some time to read the passage slowly.  You might pray through the passage as you consider your response.  (1 point)

Discuss Your Response

7. Meet with one other person to discuss how God led you to respond to Him through this passage and pray together.  ________ Initial here upon completion. (1 point)

Questions for your Bible Study

8. Compose three application questions that you could use in a small group study to lead others to respond to God through this passage. Consider your audience.  Before you compose these questions, be sure to read the article entitled “Asking Christ-Centered Questions that Target the Heart” and consult your small group lesson template card on application. (Example: Paul discovered that all the things he deeply treasured were rubbish compared to knowing Christ.  What are you tempted to treasure more than Christ?) (3 points)

· Fallen Condition Question:
· Redemptive Solution Question: 
· Life Application Question:
Why this worksheet? God speaks to us in Christ through the pages of Scripture, illuminated by the Spirit. We never approach the Bible as critics or as a mere intellectual exercise. But we respond to him with faith and obedience. 





How does it help in the process? Having responded to God personally, enables us to see how God might want to use us to lead others to hear the Music of the Gospel and respond to him (Bible Study Project). 
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