Worksheet #4 – Observation
Name:
___________________________


Grade _____/ 10 points


This assignment involves making detailed observations on your structural layout and describing their significance.  You may want to use colored pencils or markers. Do this assignment by hand.  Keep your paper clean and readable.

1. Using the “Observation Key” in your lecture notes, make observations on your structural layout.  You might begin by praying through your passage.
a. Begin by drawing a circle around any key words or phrases in your passage. 
b. What are two of the most important words or phrases in your passage?  Why are they important? Cite the verse references. (1 point)

c. Next, draw a box around the connective words on your structural layout.  (Examples of connectives include "therefore", "finally", “but,” “for this reason,” “in order to”.  You do not have to draw a box around “and.”)  

d. In the space below, discuss one of the most important connectives in your passage.  How does it function?  Why is it important? Cite the verse references. (1 point)
e. Spend at least 30 minutes making observations on your structural layout using your “Observation Key.”  List at least 15 observations, describing what you saw.  Be sure to cover the entire passage and consult all the observation categories, using all the categories to guide your observations. (4 points)


	Observations: 

	Key Words/Phrases
	

	Connectives
	

	Contrasts

Comparisons
	

	Repetition/lists
	

	Advice, Commands, Warnings or Promises
	

	Reasons

Results 

Cause/Effect
	

	Progression of Ideas
	

	Illustrations, Images, Metaphors
	

	Questions
	

	Grammar
	

	Tone
	

	Cultural Discontinuity
	

	Pivot Point
	

	Literary Structure
	

	Quote from or allusion to other Scripture
	

	Other
	


2. When you are finished with question 1, describe three significant observations you made in this passage below (1 point).

· Observation #1

· Observation #2
· Observation #3

3. Drawing upon Q.2, compose three questions you could use for a small group Bible study to help participants discover the three important observations you listed above.  Be sure to read article “Asking Good Questions.”  
Make sure each of these questions can be answered affirmatively about the questions you create: 
(1) Is it answerable from the text? 
(2) Does it point participants to important discoveries in the passage? 
(3) Is it appropriate for a group of freshmen/your particular audience? 
(4) Does it communicate well? (3 points)


· Observation question for observation #1:

· Observation question for observation #2:

· Observation question for observation #3:
Why this worksheet? We approach Scripture with the posture of humility and desire to see. We want to be careful, even if what we’re doing seems initially obvious.





How does it help in the process? We can’t discern what is significant (WS# 5) for others to see, if we haven’t seen it for ourselves.  








Example: In Philippians 3:5-7, Paul describes seven things in which he used to place confidence.





Example: In Phil 3:1-11, Paul offers a vivid contrast between the things he used to value prior to knowing Christ and the treasure he presently has in Jesus Christ.





Example: What differences exist between the factors that shaped Paul’s life prior to his conversion and the things that shaped his life following his conversion? 
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