Worksheet #2 - Context

Name:
___________________________



Grade _____/ 10 points
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Part I: Using the Biblical Text 

Read through Ephesians and, without consulting commentaries or notes in your study Bible, write down anything you discover regarding the historical and redemptive context.  (Each question is worth one point unless otherwise noted.)

Historical-cultural Context
1. What can you learn about the author? (Look for first-person statements, “I,” “my,” etc.)  Try to be thorough. Include verse references.
2. What can you learn about the audience to whom this letter was written?  (For example, were they Jews, Gentiles, or a mix?)  Include verse references. 
3. Ephesians was written in a cultural context different from our own. What examples of cultural elements in this letter might require explanation for contemporary readers? What might feel foreign or be misunderstood by your group participants? Include verse references.
Redemptive Context

4. Where does this letter fit within the biblical timeline?  (See chart in God’s Big Picture, p. 157 or 167 in updated edition).  

5. Think about the story of God in the whole of Scripture.  Where does Paul refer to redemptive events (or eras) in the plot of God’s story in Ephesians? Cite the verse reference and select(s) the era(s) with the key below. (1 pt)



	Event/era
	Reference
	Era 

	Allusion to the giving of the Law
	2:15
	1

	Christ’s death on the cross 
	
	

	God interacted only with the Jews through his “covenants of promise”
	
	

	Paul preaching of the gospel to Gentiles
	
	

	Creation

	
	

	A time when Gentiles were separate from God’s promises
	
	

	Jesus preached peace 

	
	

	The “age” to come 


	
	

	Gentiles experience being co-heirs with Jews in God’s promises in Christ 
	
	

	This “age” 

	
	

	Incarnation and ascension of Christ 

	
	

	the “day of redemption” 


	
	

	God choosing people to be holy and blameless before Christ 
	
	


6. How does the book of Ephesians help us better understand God’s story?  What light does it shed on God’s plan to create a community of redeemed people for his glory through the gospel?  (Be sure to consult 2:11-22 and 3:1-13.)  

Part II: Consult Outside Resources

Much important background information can be gleaned from secondary sources such as commentaries and Bible dictionaries.  Read the introductory section (pp. 17-31) of the NIV Application Commentary on Ephesians. 

7. Whom do scholars identify as the original recipients of this letter?

8. A number of contemporary scholars deny the Pauline authorship of Ephesians. 
a. What reasons do these scholars give for rejecting Paul’s authorship of Ephesians? (In your own words, list at least three reasons.)

b. Why do you believe Paul was the author of Ephesians? 

9. One of the historical-cultural issues in this letter is slavery (6:5-9). What light does Snodgrass shed on the practice of slavery in the Roman Empire that would be important for contemporary readers to understand? Read Snodgrass, 326-329.

10. Write the context portion for your small group study (Eph 2:11-22).  Write a brief paragraph that will orient your small group participants to your study as if this were a stand-alone bible study from Eph 2:11-22. Don’t summarize the passage, let them discover it through the study. Set up the context for your group. 
See the section called “Survey the Big Picture” in the sample study at the end of the worksheets.

In [brackets] give a brief description of your anticipated participants (i.e., young professionals in Seattle, or military and civilian personnel at the Pentagon, or a female mix of Christian and non-Christian students at USC, high-profile luchadors in Mexico City, etc). 
Why this worksheet? To discover (from the passage and outside materials) the ancient setting and placement of Ephesians in God’s story.





How does it help in the process? We’re still gaining a big picture of the letter, which will help situate our passage during the Small Group/Final Project.
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KEY: 





0= events or eras prior to creation 





1= events or eras prior to Christ’s coming





2= events or eras during the time of Christ’s ministry on earth (i.e., during the “present kingdom”)  





3= events or eras during the time following Christ’s ascension and prior to return (i.e., during the “proclaimed kingdom”) 


	


4= events or eras following Christ’s second coming (i.e., during the “perfected kingdom”)  
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