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VISITING THE OT WORLD:
ARCHAEOLOGY AND THEOLOGY

Archaeology
What is archaeology?
Definition: "Archaeology is the recovery and understanding of humankind's history through the study of physical remains and material culture, such as bones, pottery, ornaments, weapons and architecture." (Dictionary of the Ancient Near East, 29)
Biblical archaeology
How does archaeology work?
Tell/Tel
Definition
Examples
Azekah
Beth Shean
Location
Water
Defense
Stratigraphy
Concept
Methods
Layer method
Trench method
What can archaeology do?
Can corroborate the general historicity and reliability of the biblical record
Cannot prove the theology of the Bible
Can illustrate the biblical text
Ancient altars – example #1
Exodus 20:25
Exodus 20:26
Ancient altars – example #2
Exodus 27:2
Leviticus 4:34
Theology
The Nature of Canaanite Religion
A general remark
The chief deities
El
Asherah
Baal
Yamm
Anat
Mot
The Baal story
Baal vs Yamm
House Building
Baal vs Mot
The Temptation of Canaanite Religion
Numbers 25:1-9
1 Kings 17-18
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