THE PRIMARY HISTORY:
THE MESSAGE OF GENESIS TO KINGS

Genesis: Blessing for the Nations
A Key Text: Genesis 12:1-3
Structure
Eleven sub-sections
Genesis 1:1-2:3
Genesis 2:4-4:26
Genesis 5:1-6:8
Genesis 6:9-9:29
Genesis 10:1-11:9
Genesis 11:10-26
Genesis 11:27-25:11
Genesis 25:12-18
Genesis 25:19-35:29
Genesis 36:1-37:1
Genesis 37:2-50:26


Two main sections
Genesis 1-11
Genesis 12-50
Message: Blessing for the Nations
Deemed the "main thing"
Empowered for abundant living
Empowered to produce children
Empowered to produce wealth
Attributed to God


Exodus: Rescue and Relationship
A Key Text: Exodus 20:1-3
The Structure
The structure of the whole
Rescue (1-18)
Out of Egypt (1-12)
Through the wilderness (13-18)
Relationship (19-40)
Principles (19-24)
Presence (25-40)
The structure of 25-40
Holy space (25:1-31:11)
Holy time (31:12-18)
Relationship broken (32-33)
Relationship renewed (34)
Holy time (35:1-3)
Holy space (35:4-40:38)
The Message
Rescue
Exodus 1:8-14
Exodus 3:7-8
Relationship
Exodus 19:4-6
Exodus 20:1


Leviticus: Holiness
A Key Text: Leviticus 19:1-2
The Structure
Maintaining holiness in God's presence (1-16)
Through sacrifices (1-7)
Through priests (8-10)
Through purity (11-15)
Through the Day of Atonement (16)
Experiencing holiness in daily living     (17-27)
Holiness in relation to life (17-25)
Holiness in relation to consequences (26)
Holiness in relation to gifts (27)
The Message
The call to holiness
The call to abundance


Numbers: Human Failings and Divine Faithfulness
A Key Text: Numbers 24:1
The Structure
Preparing to enter the land (1:1-10:10)
Journey from Sinai to Paran (10:11-12:16)
Preparing to enter the land (13:1-20:21)
Journey from Kadesh to Moab (20:22-22:1)
Preparing to enter the land (22:2-36:13)
The Message
Human failings
Three complaint stories
[bookmark: _GoBack]Complaining at Taberah (11:1-3)
Complaining about meat at Kibroth-hattaavah (11:4-35)
Complaining about Moses by Miriam and Aaron (12:1-16)
Five rebellion stories
The rebellion of the spies (13:1-14:45)
The rebellion of Korah (16:1-50)
The rebellion at Meribah (20:2-13)
The rebellion after victory at Arad (21:4-9)
The rebellion at Peor (25:1-18)
Divine faithfulness
Through Moses' intervention
For the people at Taberah (11:2)
For Miriam (12:13)
For the people after Korah’s rebellion (16:46-48)
For the people with the bronze snake (21:7-9)
Through Balaam's prophecies (Numbers 22:1-24:25)
Through Aaron's Benediction (Numbers 6:22-27)


Deuteronomy: Renewing Loyalty and Love
A Key Text: Deuteronomy 6:4-5
The Structure
Motivated by God's grace in the past (1-4)
Guided by God's instructions for life (5-26)
Inspired by God's consequences for choices (27-30)
Motivated by God's grace for the future (31-34)
The Message
Loyalty
Deuteronomy 5:7
Deuteronomy 6:14
Love
Deuteronomy 11:1
Deuteronomy 30:16
The Shema
Deuteronomy 6:4-9
Deuteronomy 11:13-21
Numbers 15:37-41
Deuteronomy 6:4-5



Joshua: Inheriting the Promise
A Key Text: Joshua 23:14
The Structure
The structure of the whole
The structure of 1-12
Preparing to conquer (1-5)
Dividing and conquering (6:1-11:15)
Recording the conquest (11:16-12:24)
The structure of 1-5
Receiving the commission (1)
Spying out the land (2)
Crossing the Jordan (3-4)
Celebrating the sacraments (5:1-12)
Getting perspective (5:13-15)
The message
How God is faithful to fulfill his promise (Joshua 23:14)
Through loyalty and love (Joshua 24:15)


The Book of Judges: The Need for a King
A Key Text: Judges 21:25 
The Structure
The structure of the whole
The roots of Apostasy (1:1-3:6)
The downward Spiral of Apostasy (3:7-16:31)
The results of Apostasy (17:1-21:25)
The structure of 3:7-16:31
3:7-11 (Othniel)
3:12-31 (Ehud + One) 
4:1-5:31 (Deborah)
6:1-8:32 (Gideon)
8:33-10:5 (Abimelech + Two) 
10:6-12:15 (Jephthah + Three) 
13:1-16:31 (Samson) 
The Message
The roots of apostasy (1:1-3:6)
From conquest to co-existence (1:1-2:5)
1:1-2 = beginning the conquest
1:3-21 = success (vv3-20) + failure > co-existence (v21)
1:22-36 = success (vv22-26) + failure > co-existence (vv27-36)
2:1-5 = rebuke for co-existence
From co-existence to apostasy (2:6-3:6)
Articulated in the body
Articulated in the summary
The downward spiral of apostasy (3:7-16:31)
From Othniel to Samson (3:7-11 and 13:1-16:31)
Othniel is the epitome of a true judge
Samson is the epitome of the problem 
From holy war to civil war (3:12-30 and 12:10:6-12:7)
The fords of the Jordan (3:28-29) 
The fords of the Jordan (12:5-6) 
The results of apostasy (17:1-21:25)
Religious chaos (17:1-18:31)
The making of an idol (17:1-6)
The purchase of a Levite (17:7-18:1a)
The stealing of the idol and the Levite (18:1b-31) 
Moral chaos (19:1-21:25)
The rape of the concubine (19:1-30)
The herem against Benjamin (20:1-48)
The herem against Jabesh Gilead (21:1-14)
The rape of the virgins of Shiloh (21:15-25)


The Book of Samuel: The Rise of the Kingdom
A Key Text: 2 Samuel 7:19b (And this [the covenant of kingship with David] is an ordinance for the benefit of humanity, O Lord GOD.)
The Structure and Message
The prolog: The Lord, the great reverser/deliverer (1 Sam 1:1-2:11)
Trouble: The Lord closed the womb (1 Sam 1:1-19a)
Deliverance: The Lord granted a child (1 Sam 1:19b-28)
Praise: The Lord, the rock, the reverser (1 Sam 2:1-11)
The narrative (1 Sam 2:12-2 Sam 20:26)
Samuel: The Lord sets up the monarchy (1 Sam 2:12-12:25)
Samuel judges Israel (1 Sam 2:12-7:17)
Samuel grants a king (1 Sam 8:1-12:25)
Saul: The Lord rejects the first monarch (1 Sam 13:1-15:35)
Saul rebuked by Samuel (1 Sam 13:1-15)
Saul confounded by Jonathan (13:16-14:48)
Saul rejected by the Lord (1 Sam 14:29-15:1-35)
David: The Lord establishes the monarchy (1 Sam 16:1-2 Sam 20:26)
David protected by the Lord (1 Sam 16:1-31:13)
David blessed by the Lord (2 Sam 1:1-10:19)
David exiled by the Lord (2 Sam 11:1-19:8a)
David restored by the Lord (2 Sam 19:8b-20:26)
The epilog: The Lord, the great deliverer/reverser (2 Sam 21:1-24:25)
Trouble: The Lord sends famine because of Saul's sin (2 Sam 21:1-14)
Deliverance: The Lord delivers through mighty men (2 Sam 21:15-22)
Praise: The Lord, the rock, the deliverer (2 Sam 22:1-51)
Praise: The Lord, the rock, the deliverer (2 Sam 23:1-7)
Deliverance: The Lord delivers through mighty men (2 Sam 23:8-39)
Trouble: The Lord sends a plague because of David's sin (2 Sam 24:1-25)


The Book of Kings: The Demise of the Kingdom
A Key Text: 2 Kings 17:7-8
The Structure
The kingdom united under Solomon (1 Kings 1‑11)
The kingdom divided in two (1 Kings 12‑2 Kings 17)
The kingdom of the south alone (2 Kings 18‑25)
The Message
Demise through disobedience (2 Kings 17:7-23)
The quintessential example (2 Kings 21:1-18)
Manasseh's detestable sin (vv1-9, 16)
In comparison to the nations (vv2, 9)
Against the law of God (vv3-8, 16)
God's just judgment (vv10-16)
The basis of the judgment (vv10-11)
The nature of the judgment (vv12-14)
The origin of the judgment (v15)
Is there any hope?
Not a glimmer in the immediate context
But there is hope from the broader context
2 Kings 25:27-30
1 Kings 8:46-51
Deuteronomy 30:1-10
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