The Chronicler's History

The Concept
Jewish Tradition
Authorship
Order
Nineteenth Century Proposal
A connected history
Most scholars followed suit
Modern Consensus
Separate works
Different emphases


Operating Assumption: A single, intentional narrative
A literary clue: Tail-head linkage or inclusion
Common themes
Temple is a major theme in both
Celebration of Passover as part of renewal of right worship is a theme in both
The priority of the written word is a theme in both
Chronicles
Key Text: 2 Chronicles 7:14
Setting
When
To Whom
What
Why


Themes
The people of God
The institutions of God
The blessing of God
Outline
Continuity with the Past (1 Chr 1‑9)
The Glorious United Monarchy (1 Chr 10‑2 Chr 9)
Retribution in the Divided Monarchy (2 Chr 10‑28)
Manasseh (2 Chronicles 33:1-20)
Manasseh's sin (vv1-10)
Manasseh's judgment in exile (v11)
Manasseh's repentance (vv12-13a)
Manasseh's restoration (vv13b-17)
Manasseh's reign (vv18-20)

Ezra-Nehemiah
Key Text: 
Unity
Treated as one in ancient tradition
Divided in two latter on
Outline
Return of Exiles and Rebuilding of the Temple (1:1-6:22)
Return of the Exiles (1:1-2:70)
Rebuilding of the Temple (3:1-6:22)
Return of Ezra and Rebuilding of the Community (7:1-10:44)
Return of Ezra (7:1-8:36)
Rebuilding of the Community (9:1-10:44)


Return of Nehemiah and Rebuilding of the Wall (1:1-7:3)
Return of Nehemiah (1:1-2:10)
Rebuilding the Wall (2:11-7:3)
Return of Exiles and Rebuilding of the Community (7:4-7:4-13:31)
Return of Exiles (7:4-73a)
Rebuilding the Community (7:73b-13:31) 
Themes
The rebuilding of the house of God is God's objective
The people of God as a whole, not just the great leaders, are vital for accomplishing this objective
The written word is a powerful force used by God to accomplish his objective
Purpose: God works sovereignly through responsible human agents to accomplish his objective


Concluding Text: Ezra 7:10
One key: Determination
Three steps
Determination to study the Word
Determination to live the Word
Determination to teach the Word
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