Apologetic Worksheet #2
Topic: Questions and the Bible

Name _________________________




    Grade __________

1. In Chapter 2, Newman says that one lesson from Proverbs is that we should avoid arguments. (I must confess, that there is a significant part of me that loves to argue--Alan.) If you had to rate your own attitude toward arguing on a scale of 1-5 (1=you hate it; 5=you love it), which number would you give yourself? Have you ever had apologetic discussions devolve into arguments?
2. Can you remember any conversations, as you look back on them, where you now realize you were talking with a “fool” (as Newman defines it in Chapter 2)? If so, what did the person say or do that revealed that he or she was, in the biblical sense, a fool?
3. Newman (Chapter 2), lists 9 guidelines for relating better with people (from Carnegie’s book). Which one or two of the nine would you say that you already do pretty well when talking to non-believers? In which one or two could you use the most improvement? Why do you think you find those skills more difficult than the others?
4. In Chapter 3, Newman lists 5 principles. Which of the five do you think could be the most useful to you in your future conversations with those who ask apologetic questions? Why do you think that principle might be the most useful?
5. In Chapter 7, Newman discusses four factors of belief. Factor 3 (Reality) includes most of what apologists typically present as evidence for Christianity. Of the other three, which do you think would be most appealing to the non-Christians with whom you most often interact? Why do you think that factor would be most appealing?
6. Have you ever tried to use the biblical story in evangelism? How did that work out? Do you find Newman’s classifying story under “need” helpful? Why or why not?
Case Study: Imagine a person with whom you were sharing the gospel said, “I’m glad Christianity works for you, but how can you expect anyone to accept what was written in the Bible? Some of the stories are simply unbelievable—like the one about a whale eating some guy and spitting him out three days later. On top of that, I don’t see why anyone today would want to live their lives based on a single book that is thousands of years old. I think there are probably plenty of recent books that would have more insight and value.”
7. In your own words, how would you describe this person’s objection(s)? Try to state it, them, as clearly as possible. 
8. What are four questions you might ask this person to clarify the underlying issue or issues? 
9. Where do you think the most helpful place would be to begin in responding to this person and why?  
10. Drawing upon what you have written previously, describe in detail (2-3 paragraphs) what you would say in response to this person’s objection. 
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