Humanity/Christ/Salvation
Case Studies
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Directions: In 150 words or less, briefly describe how you would respond to each of the situations below.  As you compose your response, think both about the theological issues that need to be addresses as well as pastoral/practical aspects.  Your response can include questions you might want to ask and Scriptures you would look at with them.  Type your responses under each case study.

1. You discovered that your Japanese neighbor, Haruko, was raised by Buddhist parents—although she does not practice Buddhism herself.  One day you get into a lengthy discussion about Buddhism and Christianity.  Haruko listens very intently as you describe the difference Christianity has made in your life; however, as you begin to explain that Jesus Christ is the only way to God you notice a look of concern come over her face.  With a look of disbelief she says, “How can you say that Jesus Christ is the only way to God?  It does not seem fair.  What about my family members who practice Buddhism and have never heard about Jesus?  God wouldn’t send them to hell, would he?  How would you respond?

2. Joe is a student in your local Cru movement who embraces the Reformed doctrine of predestination.  Joe is very passionate about this doctrine.  He brings it up regularly in conversation with other students in your movement.  Sometimes this leads to heated conversations (since not everyone reads their Bible’s the same way).  You heard second hand that he told a group of students at your getaway that predestination is central to the gospel and that to reject this doctrine is to reject the authority of Scripture.  Increasingly, this is becoming a divisive issue in your movement.  What would you do?

3. A ministry partner named Jill calls you because she doesn’t know what do. Her high school daughter has been taking biology.  Last week Jill’s daughter Emily told her that she is really struggling to believe in God because of what she learned about evolution at school.  How would you respond to Jill?

4. One of the staff members on your team, Jim, confides in you that he does not feel comfortable offering “assurance” to new believers because he doesn’t know if they are really Christians.  He doesn’t know what to do and is coming to you for advice.  What would you tell him?


5. To get your account out of deficient, you’ve spent most the fall raising support.  It’s been a challenging time.  You’re grateful anytime you can sit down and share about your vision for new Jesus Film translations that can help bring the gospel to unreached people-groups around the world.  Half way through your presentation, Michelle stops you and asks you what Cru’s position is regarding Gays and Lesbians.  How would you respond?

