World View Survey – Introduction


Objective:

Our objective is two-fold. First, our desire is to understand. We live in a pluralistic society. People believe all kinds of things. Though everyone is a sinner and in need of Christ, everyone sins in his own unique way and misunderstands Christ and the gospel uniquely as well.

Think of yourself as a doctor. You know a person is sick, but you’re not sure how. Your desire is to properly diagnose the illness so that you can prescribe the right medicine. A survey helps you do that. We’re trying to understand why a person isn’t a Christian. Is it lack of information? An intellectual problem? A moral issue? Is it a misunderstanding of God’s justice or kindness? Is it a personal tragedy that makes it difficult for them to believe God is good? A good diagnosis really helps when it’s time to give an answer.

Second, our desire is to prescribe a solution. Colossians 4:6 tells us to have gracious speech so that we may be able to respond to each person. Notice the word “respond”. There’s an implication that some dialogue is going on. We need to ask genuine questions to learn what a person thinks and feels so that we can communicate the gospel in a relevant way. 

In this project you’ll be asked to design a plan for a “hypothetical” second appointment. We’d like you to describe what specific things you would share with this person to respond to the issues she/he raised in the interview. We’d like you to decide which doctrinal issue is most important to deal with first and which ones can wait until a later time. We’d also like you to suggest books or other resources that may be helpful to that person. 

Sample introductory conversation:

Hey Sue, this is Laurie. I’m taking a summer grad class right now, and one of my assignments is to survey three people to better understand their religious views. You don’t have to be religious to take the survey. I’d just like to ask you some questions about your religious background and your thoughts about faith at this point in your life. It takes about twenty minutes. Would you be interested in taking the interview? (Let her/him respond.) Great!

Sample transitions to the Gospel

God may give you an opportunity to share the Gospel with the person you survey. Be sure to respect them by asking if you can share more than the interview. Here are some good transition statements and questions:

1. Do you mind if I shared how I would answer some of these questions?

2. Would you like to hear what the Bible has to say about some of these questions?

3. You know, if heaven really is there, it would seem to me that this is a pretty important issue. 

    Do you mind if I share how Jesus relates to heaven?

4. You know, faith is really a personal issue, and it’s really important that we come to our own 

    conclusions. It wasn’t until my freshman year that I really thought through some of these issues 

    for myself. (Share your testimony.)

5. You know, this has been good. But I feel as if we barely scratched the surface. Are there any 

    issues you would like to talk more about? Perhaps I could share what the Bible teaches about 

    some of these questions.

Format for writing your evaluations:

1. Put your name on every sheet that you turn in. 

2. Number each survey - #1 to #3. Number the survey you are going to evaluate - #1. 

3. Your evaluation should be 2-4 pages in length, double-spaced, 12 pt. Type (Arial or Times Roman). Attach your evaluation to the top of the three surveys. Staple the four items together.

4. Your evaluation should have three parts:

· One paragraph introducing and describing the person you interviewed. Include their relationship to you (if any), where you met them, their approximate age, and any other facts that may be germane to the interview.

· Critique of “wrong” ideas. Use the outline below (Grading Criteria #1) for categories.

· Proposed content for a second appointment with that person. Include your diagnosis of the most important issue and specific steps you believe should be taken next.

Grading criteria for your survey project:

SURVEYS

1. Have you completed and turned in three surveys? (5 points/survey = 15 points)
EVALUATION

1 Have you observed all doctrinal errors in your evaluation? Have you clearly stated the problems (errors) in your own words and offered a biblical answer citing at least two biblical verses? (6 points) 
Key issues to address: (If all answers in an area of theology were correct, state that in your evaluation. Please address each of the following by letter.)
a. Nature of God / Who is Christ – Questions 3-5

b. Religious pluralism – Questions 6-7

c. Bible – Questions 8-9

d. Salvation / Central message of Christianity – Questions 10-12, 14

e. Heaven / Afterlife – Question 13

f. Nature of Humanity – Questions 15-16

2. Have you designed a good plan for a hypothetical second appointment”? (3 points)
Have you decided on the most important issue to discuss further?  The main roadblock? What biblical truth do they need to understand most? Do you have a specific plan of action? A book to recommend? A question to address? A person to talk to? An article to read? A Bible passage to study? Something the two of you could do together?

3. Clarity of writing. (1 point) Is your paper free of spelling and grammar errors? Have you clearly identified the question numbers and issues you need to address? Is your paper well organized? Are your ideas well stated?

Total: 25 points possible - for the Theological Survey Project Assignment
