Attributes Research Project

Introduction To Christian Theology Worksheet

Name ___________________________

Grade _______/30 possible points

Purpose: The purpose of this exercise is to develop your skills in synthesizing Biblical teaching regarding an attribute of God. Please write clearly or type your answers.
1.       First, choose an attribute of God from the list below and circle it: Look up and write down at least two synonyms _______________  _______________  _______________. What would an opposite be? ________________
Faithfulness

Num. 23:19

1 Thess. 5:24

1 John 1:9
2 Cor. 1:18-22

1 Peter 4:19

Deut. 32:4

2 Sam. 7:28

Heb. 6:18

Heb. 11:11

2 Tim 2:13

Mercy 

Exodus 33:19 

Deut 13:17 Nehemiah 9:28
Psalm 145:9

Isaiah 30:18
Mark 1:41

Mark 5:19
Matthew 9:36

1 Timothy 1:13 Titus 3:5
Providence

Gen. 50:19-21
Neh. 9:6
Job 12:23
Job 1:12

Psalm 135:6

Prov 19:21

Matthew 6:26

Rom 8:28-29

Heb. 1:3

Prov. 16:33

Omniscience

Col. 2:2-3

Heb. 4:13

Matthew 10:30

Rom. 11:33

Psalm 147:5

Prov. 15:3

John 16:13

John 21:17

Psalm 139.1-4
1 Cor. 2:10-11

2.
Look up each of the 10 passages listed (use only the ESV translation). Carefully observe and summarize the content of each verse with a single statement telling what it teaches about the attribute examined. Do not just rewrite the verse. Restate the verse in principle form (“Content Summary”). (10 points)

	Passage
	Content summary (principle)

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


3. Find five additional passages that relate to this attribute and repeat what you did in “2.” above - summarizing the content of each of these passages in a single statement as it relates to the attribute. You might find additional passages by examining an exhaustive concordance, a topical concor​dance (e.g. Nave’s Topical Bible), or consulting Wayne Grudem’s Systematic Theology. (5 points)

	Passage
	Content summary

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


4. Look back at the fifteen content summary statements you wrote for each of these verses. Reduce (or categorize) your fifteen statements to three to five main summary statements (by grouping similar statements) and record them below – with their specific verse reference. All fifteen of your verses must be used. Some verses may be in more than one group. Write these principles in sentence form.  Be sure to write them in such a way that if you are asked to give a devotion or Bible lesson, you can do so on the attribute you picked. (5 points) 
a.

b.

c.

d.

e.

5. A. Summarize the teaching of these passages by writing a definition of the attribute. What do these passages say about this attribute? Be brief! (Less than 50 words).  

B. Briefly respond to the following questions: (1) How do the categories you created in Step 4 relate to each other? State how your several categories are connected to each other. (2) Did you find any verses that seemed to be in tension or even conflict with another verse? If no verses, then what might a theological difficulty be with your attribute? (3) If so, how do you resolve the tension? Cite passages as necessary.  

C. After you have done your own work, compare your conclusions with Grudem (write out his definition). Feel free to check with any other systematic theologies or dictionaries as additional comparison. Revise your conclusions if necessary. 
D.  Briefly write in what specific ways these theologians either confirmed or caused you revise your previous conclusions. (5 points)

6. Personal Application (in two paragraphs): A. First paragraph answers: How my life would be affected if God did not possess this attribute? B. Second paragraph is to describe at least three specific personal applications that a deeper appreciation of this attribute can positively affect my life and ministry. (You may want to address one or more of the following: prayer life, evangelism, support-raising, illness, trials, relationships with others, discipleship, etc.) If this is an incommunicable (infinite) attribute, describe how you can respond to it. If it is a communicable (personal) attribute, describe how you can respond to and imitate this attribute. (5 points)
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