Introduction to Christian Theology

Study Guide (due session #5) S-17
READINGS: ARTFUL DODGER (AD), chapter six:

By the end of your study of this chapter, you should be able to:

1. Answer the objection, "You don't believe in interpreting the Bible literally, word for word, do you?"

2. Identify which of the views of Scripture Alan finally concluded was the correct view.

3. Explain C. S. Lewis’ response to the charge that the stories of Jesus’ miracles told in the gospels were actually “myths” or “parables.”

readings: enjoying god (EG), cHAPTERS 4 & 5

By the end of your study of these chapters, you should be able to:

4. Distinguish between the views of those who think God speaks to us through the Bible in personal encounter and those who hold that God speaks to us in propositions. Which view does Scholes favor?

5. Differentiate between general and special revelation. Clarify in which category the Bible fits and why.

6. What problems does Alan see with the views of evangelical thinkers who are trying to formulate a “postmodern” Christianity?

7. Define the four terms covered in the section, “Inspiration: What the Bible Teaches about Itself.” How are the four similar and how are they different?

8. Recognize the changes between the old and new Fuller Seminary statements of faith.

9. Explain the three tests for canonicity used by the early church councils.


10. Match the six terms listed in the section entitled “A Quick Review” with their appropriate definitions. 

READINGS: LECTURE NOTES (3-4):

By the end of your study of these notes, you should be able to:

11. Based on C. S. Lewis' quote in your lecture notes, refute the statement, "People in Biblical times didn't know that Nature was governed by fixed laws."

12. Respond to the statement “There is no scientific evidence for supernatural healing” (based on the quote from “BreakPoint with Charles Colson’).

13. Distinguish between Thiessen’s definitions of “miracle” and “providence.”

14. Associate each of God’s names (given in session 3) with their definitions.

15. Match the titles of each of the six views of the Bible with a summary of that view (as given on screen in PowerPoint).

16. Correlate each of the writers (quoted in boxed quotes in session #4) with summaries of their viewpoints.

17. Distinguish between the old and new statements of faith at Fuller.

18. Differentiate the two major branches of postmodernism.


19. Identify the “Evangelical Watershed” as given in your lecture notes.
READINGS: Scholes article, “Doctrinal convictions and persuasions”

By the end of your study of this article, you should be able to:


20. When Dr. Bright called Alan on the phone, what was he concerned about? Explain how this concern is connected to the doctrine of inerrancy.

21. Identify at what level of belief Alan thinks inerrancy should be classified, and why.

22. Clarify why Alan told Ron that he thought he should leave Cru (Crusade) staff.
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