Introduction to christian theology
Instructor: Alan Scholes 





         Institute of Biblical Studies

CLASS SYLLABUS
  I.
Course Description

This course will help prepare you as a leader in the gospel ministry by developing your convictions and persuasions in ten areas of systematic theology including the nature of God, Christ, the Bible, humanity and salvation.
 II.
Class Objectives: When you have completed this course, you should be able to:

1.
Have a greater appreciation for and excitement about theology and its practical value for ministry.

2.
Cultivate a deeper faith in God and confidence in His promises.

3.
Gain a greater grasp of, and confidence in, the gospel of salvation.
4.
Apply insights from theology to your personal growth, and your ministries of evangelism, discipleship, movement launching, and cross-cultural mission. 

5.
Research biblically and theologically a selected attribute of God.

6.
Demonstrate a comprehension of major viewpoints, differences, and conflicts that exist in several areas of theology.

7.
Develop a deeper understanding of, and commitment to, the foundational doctrines of the Christian faith expressed in our Cru Statement of Faith.

8.
Be better prepared to engage your culture in gospel ministry by discovering what various people think about theological issues. 

III.
Class Schedule:

Day
   Title
Assignments (note: readings due at



the beginning of the class assigned.)
Thursday
1. Where We Are Headed
 6/15

Theology Proper



2. Our God and Who He Is

Friday 
3. Our God and His Power 
(EG)
Chapters 1, 2 & 3;
 6/16

(AD)
Foreword; Preface; 




Chapters One and Eight
Bibliology


4. The Inerrancy Controversy
Monday
5-6. Can We Trust Our Bible? (I & II)
(EG)
Chapters 4 & 5;
 6/19

(AD)
Chapter Six, “Doctrinal Con-



victions and Persuasions” (Article)


Christology
Tuesday
7. Christ Our Access
(EG)
Chapter 6;
 6/20

(AD)
Chapter Two 


 
8. Difficulties in Christology

Anthropology
Wednesday
9. How Were We Made?
(EG)
Chapter 7;
 6/21

(AD)
Chapter Seven



10. Who Are We?
Attributes Project Due
Thursday
11. Where Are We Now?
(EG)
Chapter 8;
 6/22

(GA)
Introduction, Chapters 2 & 5
Soteriology


12. What Has He Done?

Friday
13. What Does it Mean to
(EG)
Chapter 9;
 6/23
      “Believe in Christ”?
(AD)
Chapters Three and Four 


14. What Do We Have?
Pneumatology and Peripatology
Monday
15. Our Little-Known God
(EG)
Chapter 10;
 6/26

"Problem Passages for Security"


16. Our Growing Walk
(Article)


Angelology

Tuesday
17. Our Unseen War
(EG)
Chapters 11 & 12;
 6/27

(AD)
Chapter Eleven
Ecclesiology


18. Our Form and Freedom

Wednesday
19. The Church and You
(EG)
Chapter 13
 6/28 

World View Survey Project Due
Eschatology


20. The Future Fantastic 
Thursday 6/29 9:00 am
Senior Staff Final Exam
Friday 6/30 
  9:00 am
New Staff Final Exam
 IV. Textbooks:

(EG)
Scholes, Alan. Enjoying God: An Introduction to Christian Theology 

(AD)
Scholes, Alan. The Artful Dodger: A Skeptic Confronts Christianity
(GA)
Allberry, Sam. Is God Anti-Gay? 


Scholes, Alan. Introduction to Christian Theology Manual (2017 Edition). The boxed quotes in each session are to be read before next day's class and will be tested on the final exam. Note: The articles assigned for Sessions 5 & 15 can be downloaded from the IBS website.

Grudem, Wayne. Systematic Theology. There will be no required reading assignments from this book for this class. The book will be used in your Attributes Project and will be a primary text all your future IBS theology classes. 
  V. Written Assignments

A.
Attributes Research Project

1.
Purpose: Develop skill synthesizing passages into theological statements.

2. Description: Fill out the “Attributes Research Project Worksheet” available on the IBS website. You may produce your work on a computer using the outline of the Worksheets. All students must use only the English Standard Version (ESV) of the Bible for this project. A searchable edition is available free at http://www.esv.org/. The project is due at the beginning of class, Wednesday 6/21.

3.
Grading: This paper will be worth a maximum of 30 points. Here are the criteria and point values the graders will use in evaluating your paper. Section numbers refer to the “Worksheet”:

a. (Section 2) First 10 passages (10 points). Did you clearly understand and state what each verse taught about the attribute examined? Was it stated in principle form? 

b. (Section 3) Additional 5 passages (5 points). Are there 5 passages listed and is each clearly related to the attribute? Did you clearly understand and state in principle form what each verse taught about the attribute examined?

c. (Section 4) Categorizing (5 points). Are two or more categories clearly stated, defined, and written in sentence form? Do the scriptures cited under each category fit well in that category? Is each of the 15 scriptures included in at least one category?

d. (Section 5) Summary (5 points). Is the summary clear and comprehensive (covers all the categories)? Did you state how your several categories relate to each other? Did you clearly explain the similarities and/or differences between your conclusions and Grudem’s?

e. (Section 6) Application (5 points). Are the applications in the form of specific plans, practical, and appropriate (biblically and theologically legitimate)? Have you answered points A-C?
B.
World View Survey Project.

1.
Purpose: to help you gain a stronger awareness of Biblical doctrine by discovering and evaluating other people’s religious views.

2. Description: On the IBS website, you will find a “World View Survey – Introduction” and a specially designed “World View Survey”. Make three copies of the Survey. Read carefully the World View Survey – Introduction. Take the World View Survey with three different people, looking for as much variety as possible, e.g., college student, business professional, farmer, homemaker, etc. Do not survey IBS students, Cru staff or Interns. Note: since a major point of this assignment is to ask the questions and discern when you have understood the answers, you will need to be the primary surveyor with three separate individuals. You are encouraged to pair up to do this assignment, but if you do, together you will have to survey six people (three each).

Out of these three surveys, pick the one that is the most interesting. (That will usually be the one from the person with the most non-biblical views.) In one to two pages evaluate where the person is correct and/or incorrect or unclear in relation to biblical doctrine. For each non-biblical view, briefly explain what is wrong demonstrating your knowledge of correct doctrine. Do not just repeat what the person said on the survey. Show that you know what was wrong with what he or she said, and briefly state the correct doctrine. Due Wednesday 6/28 (the last day of class).

3. Grading: See the “World View Survey – Introduction”. Turning in the three completed surveys will account for 60% of your grade on this project. The remaining 40% will be determined by the quality of your evaluation. 
C.
Final Exam. Comprehensive: the exam will test on the classroom lectures and on the assigned readings from (EG), (AD), (GA), assigned articles, and the Manual. The questions all will be either: multiple-choice, matching, or true-false. Hint: use the Study Guides available on the IBS website. Senior staff, 9:00 am Thursday 6/29; New Staff, 9:00 am Friday 6/30.
 VI. Grading Procedure

A. 
Philosophy - For some it will be a new experience to take a class in a Christian setting. There are three values we hold as a part of the philosophy of Christian graduate education in IBS:

1.
Excellence - We're assuming that you are here because you want to be here. We're hopeful you'll catch a love for the Scriptures and a desire to know truth that will motivate you from the inside to please the Lord with your work. Ultimately He is the one you are serving (Col. 3:23). Grades are designed to measure your progress and help you keep up with the concentrated and therefore somewhat intense schedule of the course.

2.
Collegiality - This is not a competition. We encourage you to help each other, and our desire as instructor and TAs is to assist you any way we can. Talk with other students about your project. Do your own work, (i.e. don’t just copy someone else’s paper or both turn in the same jointly written paper) but put your heads together to think of creative solutions. Ultimately, our desire is for everyone to be better equipped to lead and teach others.

3.
Development – Your goal should not be to simply get through the information. Our desire is that you will increasingly grow and develop into the image of Christ (Col. 1:28-29). We expect honesty and integrity as well as progress. For some of you this course will be filled with new information. Others will have heard many of the concepts before. Whether the ideas are new or old, your goal should be mature application, not mere intellectual understanding.

B.
Grading


1.
Your grade will be determined this way:










     Percentage



Attributes Project




 30% 


World View Survey Project



 25%



Final Exam


 


 45% 


Total



 



100% 


2.
Percentage point and letter grade equivalents: 
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00-65


F
(No IBS Credit)
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