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- ically isolated from the rest of the Chrj
y  world and became even more isolated dyg,
s therise of Islam. ;
s The Christianity that came back to Africa
European missionaries was Western in thoy,
and colonial in spirit. For instance, Egypt, whj

THE GOSPEL OF

LUKE

i figures prominently in the Bible, is not ug !
. in Western Bible studies as an Afyj - X S :
: Presef teﬁlllrtl ase;lzr:ssentially Middle~£af:tcan ' guthor: Luke was a Greek physician (Colossians 4:11-14) who became one of the apostle
> sotie r%t is toda paul’s close travelling companions (2 Timothy 4:11). Luke wrote his Gospel based on his
i 4 personal investigation of eyewitness reports of the life of Jesus Christ (Luke 1:1-4).
n g
i —Standing on the Shoulders b . : ‘ :
i gfr:zai:sed?}is tr:c;;ti:;-lgand forget to ho:@ @ Dpate: The Gospel of Luke was likely written around AD 60 in Rome. Luke also wrote the
1;. Uu\r history, we will not discover the we ahhl; @ book of Acts, often called “The Acts of the Apostles,” which covers the time after Jesus’
) ) L o 0

gscension into heaven and the establishment of the Christian church. We should think of

ican Christian resources. We stan
early Afric and e as volume one of the two-volume work Luke-Acts.

a on the shoulders of our African Christian
d cestors—the martyrs, teachers, clergy, and
n tellectuals—who have already run the race of
h  faith. Their witness gives us an'example and
f  encouragement (Hebrews 12:1). We should not
i-  neglect them nor the rich treasures they offer,
n These ancient African brothers and sisters
n roots of Christians throughout the world.
e With the boldness of Sankofa, may the child
of the Nile Valley, all of Africa, and the Afrj
;- Diaspora quench our spiritual and intellectual
d thirst! We are heirs to a rich history of ancient
ts  Christianity. But the question is: Do we know
d  this history? Do we know the stories and con
1s  butions of early African Christianity? Do we
d thesestories to our children and gmndchﬁdreii!
n May the knowledge and legacy of such A
of  giants ignite our own devotion to the Lord!
I- Continue the legacy of early African Christiz
ie  and let their devotion, intellectual vitality,’aml
n Christian practices inspire you to ignite your
1- faith in Christ! GlA

4 purpose: Luke wanted to provide Theophilus, possibly a wealthy man, with accurate
information about the life of Jesus Christ so that Theophilus “can be certain of the truth
‘ofeverything” he had been taught (Luke 1:4). Similarly, Luke wanted to inform all his
'fgaders, both Jews and non-Jews, about Jesus’ life on earth. ;

. pverview and Story: Jesus is the perfect man, God'’s Saviour for the world, and the

' central person in the book. Luke tells the story of Jesus from before his birth (Luke 1:26-
“33) to his death, resurrection, and ascension to heaven (Luke 23:26; 24:49). Luke contains
the most familiar of the stories of the birth of Jesus and four beautiful hymns: Mary's song
‘ofpraise (Luke 1:46-55), Zecharial’s prophecy (Luke 1:67-79), the song of the host of

- angels (Luke 2:14), and Simeon’s song (Luke 2:29-32).

hariah, Elizabeth, John the Baptist, and Mary all played important roles in preparing
s' ministry. The work of the Holy Spirit in them and in Jesus is highlighted in the
(Gospel (Luke 1:35, 41, 67). Luke briefly tells about Jesus’ childhood. At the age of twelve,
hieshowed unusual wisdom when he sat with religious teachers in the Temple and

asked them questions (Luke 2:41-52). A few years later, he went to John the Baptist to be
beptised (Luke 3:1-38). This milestone marked the beginning of Jesus’ ministry.

After his temptation in the desert (Luke 4:1-13), Jesus began to minister in Galilee (Luke

- £14-9:50). He selected twelve apostles, whom he sent out to proclaim the Kingdom

' 0fGod. The word apostle means a personwho is “sent,” similar to the way the word

- missionary is used today. Gradually Jesus revealed himself as the Saviour of the world. He
faught with authority and performed miracles (Luke 9:51-19:27).

cans gave their lives to spread the faith and preserved -

tors. You stand in the never-dying river of their living
n and give us a legacy for both the head and the pe. E
‘h, martyrdom, and intellectual life to your chil

)

Luke ends with Jesus’ final ministry in Jerusalem (Luke 19:28-20:47) followed by his
death, resurrection, and ascension (Luke 22:1-24:53). These events accomplished Jesus’
Sreatwork of salvation and showed that he is God the Son. The death and resurrection of
o, boldness and Humilityiof the Churdh Ha A :us guarantee that we can have eternal life if we believe in him (Luke 19:10).
Like emphasized that Jesus is fully God and fully human. He is a perfect and blameless
- Man who never sinned. He included more details about Jesus than the other Gospel

ters. He showed Jesus working with his hands, kneeling in prayer, and visiting homes.
ssibly because Luke was a Gentile and not Jewish, he emphasized Jesus came to save
Altkinds of people—Jewish, Samaritan, Gentile, poor, rich, respectable, and outcast.

.

N

1469




1470

-w

W

What Luke Teaches Us:

» Luke shows that Jesus is the perfect man who never sinned. Since he is human ag
well as divine, he understands our deep needs. Rich, poor, marginalized, women,
and children found refuge and salvation in him. Today all people are invited to receiye
salvation and follow his example and reach out to all kinds of people.

« Luke's message is that Jesus came to “bring Good News to the poor . . . proclaim that cap- |
tives will be released” and “set free” the oppressed (Luke 4:18). That message reflects the
aspirations of Africa. Today in Africa, nations and ethnic groups and families and individy-
als continue to face social exclusion—and need Luke’s comforting message of deliverance.

OUTLINE AND RHYTHM

Purpose and attribution (1:1-4)
Promises of miraculous births ( 1:5»56)

Promise of the birth of John (1:5-25)
Promise of the birth of Jesus (1:26-45)
Song of Mary (1:46-56)

Promises of miraculous births fulfilled (1:57-2:52)

Birth of John the Baptist (1:57-80)
Birth of Jesus Christ (2:1-40)
Jesus in the Temple (2:41-52)

The identity of Jesus is revealed (3:1-38)

Preaching and imprisonment of john (3:1-20)
Confirmation of Jesus’ identity in the Baptism (3:21-22)
Confirmation of Jesus’ identity in the genealogy (3:23-38)
The temptations of Jesus (4:1-13)
Jesus’ ministry in Galilee (4:14-9:50)
Preaching, rejection, and healings (4:14-44)
Miracle and call of Simon (5:1-11)
Healings and association with sinners (5:12-32)
Controversies (fasting and Sabbath) (5:33-6:11)
Jesus chooses and teaches his disciples (6:12-49)
Healings and association with sinners (7:1-50)
Responses to the teachings of Jesus (8:1-21)
Miracles and healings (8:22-56)
Jesus commissions his disciples (9:1-17)
Identity of Jesus affirmed (9:18-36)
Healing (9:37-43a) -

Jesus predicts his death and disciples’ response (9:43b-50)

Jesus and his followers (9:51-19:27)

True cost of following Jesus (9:51-62)

Ministry of the seventy-two (10:1-24)
Neighbourliness and right choices (10:25-42)

Jesus teaches the followers in parables (11:1-19:27)

The last daﬁs of Jesus (19:28-24:53)

Confrontation with authorities (19:28-20:47)
Mustration of worthy giving (21:1-4) -
Teachings about the future for the followers (21:5-38)
Passover and preparation for death (22:1-46)
Betrayal, arrest, and crucifixion of Jesus (22:47-23:55)
Resurrection and appearances (24:1-49)

Ascension (24:50-53)
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i | B
ntroduction | 1oz
1 Many people have set out to write ac-| "5,121:%
1 countsabout the events that have been | 2Fetf:i6
fulfilled among us. 2They used the eye-| jis
witness reports circulating amongus from | Acts 1.1
the early diqciples:* 3Having carefully in- | 3,
vestigated everything from the beginning, 2chrar2
' lalso have decided to write an accurate, V42!
~ account for you, most honourable Theoph-i 1 Chr 24:19
 jlus, #so you can be certain of the truth of, 2 C':’_;m
 everything you were taught. Exad 307
k: ; I T
. theBirth of John the Baptist Foretold | wLuke1:30,60
1:16

. sWhen Herod was king of Judea, there wasi Num 63
| aJewish priest named Zechariah. He was| Judg 134

A and his wife, Elizabeth, was also from the| .
 priestly line of Aaron. 6Zechariah and Eliz-| "7

. abeth were righteous in God'’s eyes, careful|  Mai 45
. toobey all of the Lord’s commandments and | Ma“:_:';"m
. regulations. 7They had no children because gen 1811

' Blizabeth was unable to conceive, and they| 119

: | Dan 8:16; 9:21

. were both very old. | Matt 18:10

- 80nedayZechariah was serving God in the | ; ?;2?25
28K 3.

~ Temple, for his order was on duty that week. |
 %Aswas the custom of the priests, he was cho- |
- senbylotto enter the sanctuary of the Lord and |
- bunincense. 19While the incense was being|
burned, a great crowd stood outside, praying. |
- U'While Zechariah was in the sanctuary, |
“anangel of the Lord appeared to him, stand-
| 12 Greek from those who from the begiﬁhﬁng were servants of the word.

é APPLICATION
=t THE ACCURACY OF THE GOt

! tuke begins his Gospel by assuring the person who was re-  eldel
Ceving his letter, the *most hondurable Theophilus,” that he  pass
£ “carefully investigated” previous reports written about Jesus.  pass
- Like wanted to assure his friend that what he would be reading  builc
- Washased on eyewitness accounts. Luke was not just spinning  ing t
M WBS and spreading rumours in Luke and Acts. As a physician, Ir
he was uged 10 dealing in facts. It was vital to him to emphasize  have
that he wias recounting the truth. byel
Notall the disciples wrote down their experiences with  tradi
: J?SUS.They came from a tradition in which disciples of great L
- fabbis were expected to memorize the words of their teachers  infor
* & pass them on. Memorization—and accurately reciting  was
| 18l0ries and lessons—is a long-established tradition in many ~ “car
- NWieties. In many of our own African communities, we have
B TRUST AND BELIEVE o
Ve o people are described as “righteous in God's eyes,  was,
- CIefil to obey all of the Lord’s commands and regulations”  of he
{Like 1:6). Zechariah and his wife Elizabeth had such an hon- Z
Yet, when the angel of the Lord told Zechariah that his ~ God"
erfor a child had been answered, the priest immediately  doub
f logical reasons for why it was impossible. 0
I Contrast, his wife Elizabeth immediately believed thatthe  cape
Was able to answer their prayer even though she was  Althc
- dable to canceive” and “very old” (Luke 1:7). By human  usn
arﬁs, Elizabeth had reason to doubt God. But her response  out ¢
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g, everySabbath day. 32There, too, the peg 4
| a9 . were amazed at his teaching, for he SDake
5 L«;vcl‘;:ggﬂ ‘with authority.

4?22‘ | 330nce when he was in the synagogye .
| Lke247  man possessed by a demon—an evj *sp'flr
 John iﬂ‘g: 15 jt—cried out, shouting, 34“Go away! Whyare

matt4:13; | you interfering with us, Jesus of Nazﬁréth?
ETE I ? -
| dark 528 :Have you come to destroy us? 3 knOWWha
i 2112 lyou are—the Holy One of God!
var 24| 35ButJesus reprimanded him. “Be qyjey
vaks4  Come out of the man,” he ordered. At hy
| dehnd:dd - the demon threw the man to the floor asthe
|4 ,&fﬁ}??_gz crowd watched; then it came out of him wj
L Bt ‘out hurting him further.

L a7
| 2Kgs5:1-14

- 36Amazed, the people exclaimed, “Why
authority and power this man’s words pos-

Nuﬁgzas sess! Even evil spirits obey him, and the
ncts756  flee at his command!” 37The news abgy;
Heb 1312 Jesus spread through every village in the
Jo;ﬁ:sg ‘entire region.

U a3t
| /iMark 1:23-28

L am
| Matt 4:13-16
{ o John 2:12

Jesus Heals Many People

38After leaving the synagogue that day, Jesus
went to Simon’s home, where he found .

' Man‘ﬁ.?zza.zg men'S"mi)ther—in-]aw very siclg with a'hj'g]j
| w745 fever. “Please heal her,” everyone begged,
w;::"! 139Standing at her bedside, he rebuked the
e441 | ¥ 4
somess | fever, and it left her. And she got up at once

| 4:35

| Luke 4:39-41 |
L 43841

. //Matt 8:14-17
| I/Mark 1-29-34

4:40-41

i Matt
| Mark

441
Mark 3:11

iand prepared a meal for them.
40As the sun went down that evening,

‘family members to Jesus. No matter what
.their diseases were, the touch of his hand
thealed every one. 41 Many were possessed

8:16-17
1:32-34

| as2-4a  his command, shouting, “You are the Son
| an 423 o | of God!” But because they knew he wasthe
443 |Messiah, he rebuked them and refusedto
ke 8:1 - 'let them speak.
4:44 i
pan 422 Jesus Continues to Preach

|

‘42Early the nextmorning Jesus went outtoan
|isolated place. The crowds searched every-
Iwhere for him, and when they finally found
‘him, they begged him not to leave them.
{43 But he replied, “I must preach the Good
| News of the Kingdom of God in other towns,
|too, because that is why | was sent.” #Sohe
{continued to travel around, preachingﬁl
!synagogues throughout Judea.*

Isa 61:1-2 (Greek version); 58:6.  4:33 Greek unclean; also in 4:36.

T

EEDS CONTEMPT e Luke 4:24

ersto
imen,
5. The
s and
ple.

ath, in
'upin

their town—the child of Joseph, a very humble man of mﬂaﬂﬁ
means—have anything 1o say to them? But this‘nejed:rﬂmid
not keep Jesus from his mission and calling. .

In the same way, as Christians we should passmﬂm

pursue the purpose for which we have been called: Jogts

shows us that it is not about position or background, but 0
the mission we have been called to do. :

fpeople throughout the village brought sick

‘by demons; and the demons came outar

_sWhen he had finished speaking, he said "™,

putifyou say so, I'll let the nets down again
‘iAnd this time their nets were so full of fish!
theybegan to tear! 7Ashoutfor help brought |
their partners in the other boat, and soon |
poth boats were filled with fish and on the|
erge of sinking. ' : |
- 8When Simon Peter realised what had |
mppened, he fell to his knees before Jesus
and said, “Oh, Lord, please leave me—I'm.
such a sinful man.” 9For he was awestruck
bythe number of fish they had caught, as!
were the others with him. 10His partners, |
james and John, the sons of Zebedee, were
also amazed.

514 See Lev 14:2-32.

wsimon, “Now go out where it is deeper,| tevia2-32
5:15

1481 LUKE 5:17
fhe First Disciples | iy, | Jesus replied to Simon, “Don’t be afraid!
One day as P preaching on the /M 11620 i—From now on you'll be fishing for people!”
shore of the Sea of Galilee,* great crowds s | l;;‘;nd asgifol? astheylanded, they left every-
essed in on him to listen to the word of | Jcmﬁ:grs 'thing and followed Jesus. ’
god. 2He noticed two empty boats at the| “".c™ | jesus Heals a Man with Leprosy
ﬁater’s edge, for the fishermen had left| John2111 2] £ thiaiwill
wem and were washing their nets. 3 Step- g | NODEOI e ees, JEsUs T i man
fem 6en18:27  'with an advanced case of leprosy. When
jing into one of the boats, Jesus asked' Jobaz56 thie niiirsaw fesis e bowed with e Tace
gmon,* its owner, to push it out into the| 511 ;t & & Basatisit b healad:"Tord™
qater. S0 he sat in the boat and taught the et Lol CBL ISR nne e
waté f th | mj-inz-a‘_; y ‘he said, “if you are willing, you cdn heal me
gowds from there. " iMark 1-40-4¢  and make me clean’

14 13]Jesus reached out and touched him. “1

tam willing,” he said. “Be healed!” And in-

' dﬂlel dowrj'{ yé(?ur LSt o ,Catd} JOIne ﬁih‘ | wan2s EstantlYthe leprosy disappeared. 14Then Jesus
: -‘5_ Master, ; l]I]n onirep he’d, WEINOL ed‘ 'Hﬁ:ﬂé:? /instructed him not to tell anyone what had
pard all last night and didn't catch a thing. | Met818 14 pened. He said, “Go to the priest and let

2:1-12
! ‘him examine you. Take along the offering re-
‘quired in the law of Moses for those who have
.been healed of leprosy.* This will be a public
testimony that you have been cleansed.”

| 15But despite Jesus’ instructions, the re-
iport of his power spread even faster, and vast
{crowds came to hear him preach and to be
thealed of their diseases. 16 But Jesus often
‘withdrew to the wilderness for prayer.

\Jesus Heals a Paralysed Man

1170ne day while Jesus was teaching, some
{Pharisees and teachers of religious law
!were sitting nearby. (It seemed that these

51 Greek Lake Gennesaret, another name for the Sea of Galilee. 5:3 Simon is called “Peter” in 6:14 and thereafter.

% ApPLicATION

Spencing the whole night on the open water looking for fish
and not having caught anything is discouraging. At the break
afmoming, the fishermen washed their nets in despair. They
fed laboured all night with no results. We may feel the same
ey, We faithfully work at our job, but when payday comes,
e realise that there is not much to be happy about. We go
fome feeling empty, wondering if we will be able to support
r family through another month. Sometimes this happens
fithe church. Ministers work hard, but there is ittle evidence
gt their church is growing or that God is changing lives.

Jesus told the weary, disappointed, and demoralized fisher-
Zen to cast their nets once more, this time in the desper part of
lielake. That meant they had to row their boats into the open
2 and throw their nets in broad daylight. This was what they

Feor was frustrated after a whole night of unsuccessful fishing.
| Ten Jesus stepped into his business and brought about great
Secess. Jesus' blessing of Peter’s work did not mean that
SSusintended to make him a successful fisherman, however,
rhad not yet finished celebrating this miracle when Jesus
#ealed his plan to furn Peter's occupation of catching fish into
&0ession for catching people.

- Today,"success” has become a common word for believers
._ﬂ_mlnistry as well as in business. Success in the ministry
- SSumetimes defined as increasing church membership,

TRYING A DIFFERENT WAY e Luke 5:1-5

had done all night—the only difference was it is harder to catch
fish in the bright sun. It sounded like a useless effort, but they
obeyed because Jesus had commanded them. And the catch
was huge, almost tearing their nets and swamping the boats.
We often search for happiness, peace, and joy in many places.
We use all our knowledge to acquire contentment but without
success. Perhaps you are looking at the wrong places and using
the wrong strategies. Jesus tells you to do something different.
You need to fook to Jesus and leam from him. Jesus said, “Anyone
who drinks this water will soon become thirsty again. But those
who drink the water | give will never be thirsty again. It becomes
a fresh, bubbling spring within them, giving them eternal life”
(John 4:13-14). Like the fishermen, we need to obey Jesus and
find our joy in him. Our “nets” will overflow with his blessing.

FroM FISHERMEN TO FISHERS OF MEN o Luke 5:1-11

especially adding members with financial means who can take
good care of the "servant of God.” Little attention may be given
to meeting the spiritual and physical needs of God's people.

But “"success” had a different meaning for the disciples.
Peter left behind the benefits of his career. He did not focus on
the miracle but on Jesus the miracle worker. We are not told
much about how Peter prospered as a fisherman, but we are
told how knowing Jesus changed Peter. We must not sacrifice
our spiritual fruitfulness on the altar of success. Do not pursue
what God can do for you; instead, pursue God himself.




