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are  write his truth in a book. That means We myst
nd  all the principles we normally use in reading, pj,.
the specialized rules related to special typ ‘
literature to understand the rightinterpragy
tto  and teach the right application of the vay,
'to  sections of the Bible.

THE BOOK OF

DANIEL

Wgthor: Daniel, one of the “young men of Judah's royal family” who was taken captive

som Jerusalem in 605 Bc by the Babylonians. Daniel was trained to serve in the

gbylonian royal court (Daniel 1:1-4). He tells the story, and he is the central character for
5ja:(ﬁ.’l&'l’ltSil‘lthebO(]k

dinion or special knowledge. The meaning of the g
1t to the original hearers. Many times this is obyj
nderstand. p
ust identify the timeless truths and principles that 4
nowing the context and genre of the passage, ¥
nated by the Holy Spirit. God will speak to us, Butwe
;his voice by comparing the message to what we
om from others, and diligently studying the pags;
1d commentaries, can help us understand the meaning
wow to study the Bible or a particular book of the Bipje
iching from God’s Word where your pastor illuminates
arch should have times of teaching that concentrates

ckground, history, context, audience, and Imeaning, E

pate: Probably written sometime soon after the fall of Babylon in 537/536 BcC. It records
nts of Daniel and his friends during the seventy years the Jews were in captivity by the
pylonians and the Medo-Persians. :

wniel’s vision in chapter 8 gives details about the Greek Empire, its division into four
“ gdoms, and the desecration of the Temple in Jerusalem in 168 B¢ by a ruler of one of
Greek kingdoms. Those who believe that God can predict the future believe Daniel
pretold these events. But those who do not believe that God can predict the future
- gnerally believe that Daniel was written in the second century B after the events Daniel
\yrote about took place.

purpose: The Temple in Jerusalem had been plundered, and Judah's people taken into

e by the Babylonians. This event cast a shadow on the people’s belief in God's ability
efeat the gods of other nations. Would the Jews survive as a distinct people? The book
\afDaniel shows the sovereignty of God over nations and his final triumph over kingdoms
ithis earth. The book shows that God is in control now, always has been, and for ever

ill e, Daniel also shows us that God hears and answers prayer. We can be certain that
God will preserve his chosen people and establish his Kingdom. When God demonstrates
lispower, even the worst of heathen kings will proclaim that God is sovereign (Daniel

-37, 5:25-27). Finally, Daniel serves as an example of how to faithfully serve God in a
ecular society, especially as a leader in politics and government.

iew and Story: When King Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon conquered Jerusalem,
Betook the elite of the society of Judah back to Babylon, including Daniel and his three
fiends, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah. Nebuchadnezzar tried to influence these men
9 giving them new names, a new language and literature, and new food. They were
 be future leaders under his authority and inside Babylonian culture. These are the
#me methods by which many of us have lost parts of our culture. They are given new
mes, a new kind of education, and new types of food. But Nebuchadnezzar did not
Heceed. Belteshazzar (Daniel), Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego endured a series
ditemptations and persecutions but remained faithful to God (Daniel 2:20-23). The
%0k of Daniel includes two of the Bible’s best-known stories of God'’s deliverance:
lieblazing furnace (Daniel 3: 13-27) and the lion’s den (Daniel 6:10-24). Because of
4d's deliverance, both Nebuchadnezzar (Daniel 4:34-37) and Darius (Daniel 5:25-27)
“nfessed that God is the only true God.

e first six chapters of Daniel tell the story of Daniel’s life in Exile and his relationship
i three kings: Nebuchadnezzar (Daniel 1-4); Belshazzar, king of Babylon sometime
“erNebuchadnezzar (Daniel 5, 7-8); and Darius, the Mede (Daniel 6; 9). It includes
iel's interpretation of two of Nebuchadnezzar’s dreams (Daniel 2:17-45; 4:19-27)
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and the story of Nebuchadnezzar’s desire to be worshipped. It also includes Daniel’s 1
interpretation for King Belshazzar of handwriting that appeared on the wall of the palage.
(Daniel 5:13-30). i

' QUTLINE AND RHYTHM

Tests of Integrity in a Foreign Land (1:1 -6:28)
3 Living in Nebuchadnezzar’s court (1:1 -21)

The last six chapters .of Daniel contain a number of-vis.-io_ns Goq gave Daniel lat?ar in = First test of integrity—physical needs (1:1-7)
life. The vision mentioned in 10:1 was given to Daniel in the third year of the reign of 4 Response of Daniel and friends (1:8-16)
Persian King Cyrus, which would have been about 536 Bc, when Daniel was probably Results of integrity and faithfulness (1:17-21)
in his eighties. Under Cyrus, Daniel witnessed the return of the exiles to Jerusalem! -

God revealed in these dreams and visions the story of the rise and destruction of future
nations and the eventual esfahlishmen_t of a permanent Kingdom whose King will be God
himself. This Kingdom will never have an end and cannot be des;trdyed_ by any human

force.

4 Nebuchadnezzar’s first dream concerning his fut

Second test of integrity—faithfulness in deljve
Daniel’s response—commitment to truth (2:1
Results of integrity and faithfulness (2:46-49)

Nebuchadnezzar’s desire to be worshipped (3:1-3

Third test of integrity—commitment to worsh
Daniel’s friends’ responses—faithfulness in w:
Results of integrity and faithfulness (3:26-30)

Today, God's Kingdom'is moving forwards through the physical presence of the
church, which was founded by Christ himself. Many earthly powers have tried to ;
destroy it without success. God will continue to protect and defend his church in times

of persecution. He will preserve his church to the end, Forces of other religions and §  Nebuchadnezzar’s second dream and its fulfilme
ideologifas, atheisrn., and materialism are attempting.to'de.st.roy God's Kingdom, just as e ; Fourth test of in tegrity—preaching God's judg
Babylonians, Assyrians, Greeks, and Romans of Daniel's vision thought they could des_ . Daniel’s response—warning about pride and ¢
God'’s people. They will not succeed. God's Kingdom will continue to grow until “as the e Results of integrity and faithfulness (4:28-37)
waters fill the sea, the earth will be filled with an awareness of the glory of the Loro” S " Belshazzar’s vision about his kingdom (5:1-31)

(Habakkuk 2:14). God’s Kingdom will triumph most visibly after the return of Christ. & : ] ; :
g Fifth test of integrity—personal wealth (5:1-16

Daniel’s response—faithfulness to God alone (
Results of integrity and faithfulness (5:30-31)

f“ Darius’ desire to be worshipped (6:1-28)

Sixth test of integrity—prayer (6:1-9)
Daniel’s response—praying to God alone (6:10-
Results of integrity and faithfulness (6:23-28)

What Daniel Teaches Us: ;
God is sovereign and guides history (Daniel 2:20-23). He gives to and takes powel
from thosé he wants. Manmade empires are temporary, but God’s Kingdom is ev
lasting. * ! : A :
* Key elements in Daniel also prepare us for the ministry of Jesus: the understandi
of the resurrection of the dead (Daniel 12:1 -3), the Kingdom of God, and a heave nlf
Ruler who is the great Son of Man (Daniel 7:13-14). - e E
+ The Jews were living as refugees in other countries, like many Africans today. Be-
cause of the many problems and difficulties they faced, they might have been te
ed to abandon their cultures—and even worse, their faith. Instead, they were a
mony to the nation where God had scattered them. .
* Daniel’s life reminds us that prayér is effective, even in times of hardship and pe
cution (Daniel 6). Steadfast faith and integrity allow God to use usin a hostile p
¢ When God'’s people remain fajthful and obedient to his Word, God can use them 0"
change the hearts of kings and leaders. When we refuse to compromise our integit
it affects the power structures that surround us. p Daniel’ i1
¢ Those in power over us can change our circumstances and even our identity to Inetlme A pr_ayer( :1-19) ; ;
; : S . : - erpretation from Gabriel (9:20-27)
match their worldview--Daniel was given a Babylonian name—but they canm?‘" s e 4
change our hearts (Daniel 1:8). @ T2niel'svision of future kingdoms (10:1-12:13)
» Itis possible to serve in a non-Christian government with honour and integrity 215 S Daniel’s vision of the Messenger (10:1-21)
positively affect the direction of the nation. Interpretation (11: 1-12:13)

fel's Visions of the Future (7:1-12:13)
Daniel’s vision of four beasts (7:1-28)

Daniel’s vision (7:1-14)
Interpretation (7:15-28)

Daniel’s vision of a ram and a mighty goat (8:1-27)

Daniel’s vision (8:1-14)
Interpretation (8:15-27)

Daniel's prayer and vision of seventy weeks (9:1-27)




1218 1219

ire to be worshipped. It also includes Dani

aniel’ " LINE AND RHYTHM
andwriting that appeared on the wal of the pa
! > R

4 of Integrity in a Foreign Land (1:1-6:28)
i _ Living in Nebuchadnezzar’s court (1:1-21)

First test of integrity—physical needs (1:1-7) | ‘
Response of Daniel and friends (1:8-16) ‘
Results of integrity and faithfulness (1:17-21)

Nebuchadnezzar’s first dream concerning his future kingdom (2:1-49)

a number of visions God gave Daniel later in
given to Daniel in the third year of the reign of
been about 536 BC, when Daniel was probably
tnessed the return of the exiles to Jerusalem!
ons the story of the rise and destruction of fufyg
at of a permanent Kingdom whose ng willbe g
. an end and cannot be destroyed by any humay,

Second test of integrity—faithfulness in delivering God's Word (2:1-16) P
Daniel’s response—commitment to truth (2:17-45) 1k
Results of integrity and faithfulness (2:46-49) |

Nebuchadnezzar’s desire to be worshipped (3:1-30) { ' ;

Third test of integrity—commitment to worship (3:1-15) i
Daniel’s friends’ responses—faithfulness in worshipping God alone (3:16-25) 4
Results of integrity and faithfulness (3:26-30) iy

Nebuchadnezzar’s second dream and its fulfilment (4:1-37)

rards through the phys1cal presence of the
himself. Many earthly powers have tried to
jntinue to protect and defend his church in times
wrch to the end. Forces of other religions and
are attempting to destroy God’s Kingdom, just
tomans of Daniel’s vision thought they could de
Sod’s Kingdom will continue to grow until “as the
led with an awareness of the glory of the Lorp”.
triumph most visibly after the return of Christ. -

Fourth test of integrity—preaching God's judgement (4:1-18)
Daniel’s response—warning about pride and sinfulness (4:19-27)
Results of integrity and faithfulness (4:28-37)

. Belshazzar's vision about his kingdom (5:1-31)

Fifth test of integrity—personal wealth (5:1-16)
Daniel's response—faithfulness to God alone (5:17-29)
Results of integrity and faithfulness (5:30-31)

ory (Daniel 2:20-23). He gives to andta_kespo 3 S\ 2 R e
empires are temporary, but God’s ngdom: - : G m“megr:'ty Ppa e( (-6 : 9]J
€s —prayer (6:1-

Daniel'’s response—praying to God alone (6:10-22)
Results of integrity and faithfulness (6:23-28)

an el's Visions of the Future (7:1-12:13) i
_"Daniel's vision of four beasts (7:1-28) ;

sare us for the ministry of ]esus the understan ling
Daniel 12:1-3), the Klngdom of God, and a he ve
in (Daniel 7:13-14). ©
in other countries, like many Africans today. B
1 difficulties they faced, they might have been e
nd even worse, their faith. Instead, they were al
aad scattered them.
wer is effective, even in times of hardshlp and [
hand integrity allow God to use usina hosﬂle p
hful and obedient to his Word, God can use the
leaders. When we refuse to compromise our mte gl
nat surround us.
nge our circurnstances and even our identityto.
lwas glven a Babylonian name—but they canny

. Daniel'svision (7:1-14)
- Interpretation (7:15-28)

" Daniel’s vision of a ram and a mighty goht (8:1-27)

Daniel’s vision (8:1-14)
Interpretation (8:15-27)

~ Daniel’s prayer and vision of seventy weeks (9:1-27)
Daniel’s prayer (9:1-19)
; Interpretation from Gabriel (9:20-27)

- Daniel’s vision of future kingdoms (10:1-12:13)

Daniel’s vision of the Messenger (10:1-21)

“hristian government with honour and mtegnty
- ; ¥ Interpretation (11:1-12:13)

f the nation.




e v

DANIEL 5:30 1232

30That very night Belshazzar, the Bab- | i
ylonian* king, was killed.* '

31*And Darius the Mede took over the'  33.57
kingdom at the age of sixty-two.

| Dan 6:1; 8:1 TR .
et S ‘ 61 (criticise or condemn. He was faithful, af
Daniel in the Lions’ Den Esthi1  ways responsible, and completely tryg.

6 "Darius the Mede decided to divide the! _ 62 'worthy. 350 they concluded, “Our

i ¥ 3 | Erad22
kingdom into 120 provinces, and he ap- & 74

: 5629 LM
ince. 2The king also chose Daniel and two ; iof his religion.
others as administrators to supervise the high | Gen 41:40
officers and protectthe king’s interests, 3Dan- | 221512

iwent to the king and said, “Long live
iel soon proved himselfmore capable than all Gensfgjg

cause of Daniel’s great ability, the king made| "2

plans to place him over the entire empire.

Aramaic text. 6:1 Verses 6:1-28 are numbered 6:2-29 in Aramaic text.

| sersti1,31, | officers began searching for some faulty
|the way Daniel was handling governmeny
31 . |affairs, but they couldn’t find anythingyy

ichance of finding grounds for aceug
pointed a high officer to rule over each prov- %2443 | Daniel will be in connection with the nle; | thelaw.

S0 the administrators and high oﬁi@ | hadbeen signed, he went home and knelt
1% down as usual in his upstairs room, with its . 612
'Darius! 7We are all in agreement—wead. ;

the other administrators and high officers. Be- | Luke 23:1¢-15 | ministrators, officials, high officers, advises
' ‘and governors—that the king should makea

| Acts 24':13-16 6:6 Neh 2.3 6:7 Pss 58:3; 62:4; 64:2-6 Dan 6:16 Matt1214
5:30a Or Chaldean.  5:30b The Persians and Medes conquered Babylon in October 539 e.c. 5:31 Verse 5:31 is numbered 6:1n

P 123
‘_-_—_HW_-_-—__—_—_—___—\

4Then the other administrators and hi = lawthat will be strietly enforced. Give orders 6:8

3 Esth 1:
tat for the next thirty days any person who =y g

toanyone, divine or human—except to i
L you, Your Majesty—will be thrown into the 69
den of lions. 8And now, Your Majesty, issue  Pss 118

G ; ; 146:3
- andsign this law so it cannot be changed, an 610

only ofiicial law of the Medes and Persians that 1Kgs8.48

Pss 34:1; ¢
Dan 9:4-1
1 Thes 5:17

| annot berevoked.” 950 King Darius signed

6:11
Ps 37:32-.
Dan 6:6

10But when Daniel learned that the law

H Esth 1:1¢
windows open towards Jerusalerm. He prayed : Dan 3:8-12;

lhree times a day, just as he had always done, "“ ],5:19'
| gvingthanks to his God. 11 Then the officials ~ eoi'2g
Went together to Daniel’s house and found
- him praying and asking for God'’s help. 1280 614
| theywentstraight to the king and reminded ~ Marks:26
 him about his law. “Did younotsignalaw 5%,

| thatfor the next thirty days any person who | *ES 9461280']2
an 6:8, 17

é APPLICATION

Is it easier to do the right thing and be punished, or to do the
wrong thing and go free? Many of us would choose to do the
wrong thing—like give a bribe to avoid going to court for a
traffic offence or speak a lie to avoid shame.

When Daniel was faced with the choice of not praying and
saving his life or continuing to pray and being thrown into the
lions' den, he chose the lions' den and kept praying. We all
have much to learn from this devout man of integrity, but his
story is especially important for leaders and politicians. Daniel
was working in conditions similar to thase in which many
politicians are operating today in Africa.

Daniel was the most capable of all the administrators and
high officials in the kingdom. This caused jealousy in the other
officials, so his enemies convinced King Darius the Mede to
make it a crime to pray to anyone except to Darius himself by frusting in God. Not even his enemies could find
Daniel, however, remained faithful to the God of Israe—not  him. Can the same be said of you?

AN EXAMPLE OF INTEGRITY o Daniel 6:5

A MAN OF PRAYER » Daniel 6

his faith was his greatest strength.

of death, the king observed God's power and then
God. He gave a decree that everyone in his kingdom

circumstances, we proclaim the God we serve. Qur
may be sending a message to a corrupt police officer
struggling governor who needs courage. Any time v
wrong thing to get ourselves out of frouble, we are mi
opportunity to proclaim the message of Christ without
Daniel was an example of a man who maintained his

Darius appointed Danigl and two others as administrators
over the kingdom's 120 provinces so that the king would
not lose revenue through the activities of corrupt officials.
Corruption is a huge challenge to good governance anywhere
in the world and in any generation. It has devastated many
societies, making millions of citizens poor while making a
few fabulously rich. Sometimes even the most committad
Christians, under pressure of a bad economy, are tempted to
participate in corrupt practices. people we serve. This is what our Christian civil serva
Daniel provides us a different model. A Christian who desires politicians must do.
Gob Is YOUR PROTECTOR e Daniel 6:10-11

The government officials’ reaction to the king's plan to put
Daniel in charge of the entire empire is not unusual. Daniel
was a Jew in Babylon who was trusted by the king. But Daniel's
colleagues hated him because of the honour he received for
serving the king well. They plotted against him, using his wor-
ship of God and ethnicity as an excuse. Daniel was thrown into
the lions’ den, but God saved him.

It can be difficult to celebrate the success of individuals with
whom we compete, Instead, people who are jealous of another
person’s success frequently make every effart to destroy the
person who has risen to the top of his or her career through
hard work. We should never be jealous of a person's successes.

found in him or her. Personal integrity is a virtue that
like light in darkness. It is noticeable, and it is rewa
on this earth and in eternity.

Christian virtues of integrity and honesty for the bené

back to hurt us in the end.

In Ghana, this is called the “pull-him-down sy
The attitude is so common that politicians and publiod
servants will seek protection from demonic sources.
Christians feel threatened to the point of running !

Protector, Then we are free from jealousy and can
the success of others,

just in word but alsa in action. His enemies tried to attagﬁfﬁ
through his faith, which they thought was a weakness. lnfg"

Because Daniel chose to do the right thing even in the

acknowledge the God of Daniel as the one and only Iiving
When we do the right thing, no matter what the ¢

fo please God can live a life of integrity and honesty even
most corrupt places—and have it be said that no faultca?!

Whether we work in public or private organizafio®
can—even in the most corrupt environment—exfl

We should never plot evil against him or her, It wil just

camps and seeking out so-called prophets for protee®2

Daniel recognised that God was his Protector. H i
God in prayer, and God heard him. Whengver we a6 8
to seek protection elsewhere, let us remember that o

- | Prystoanyone, divine or human—except' 616
_ | byou, Your Majesty—will be thrown into o 519
‘ s 37:39-4(

R .. s ?H
l'ili‘;ieq'of lions? oo o Jer3gs
b tes, the king replied, “that decision| g7
Sands; it is an official law of the Medes and | Fraliiic
181ans that cannot be revoked” 618
BThen they told the king, “That man Dan- 2 Ll 5
Eofthe captives from Judah, is ignor- Revig
Youand your law. He sti is| 620
you still prays to hlS: o
: Dan 3:17
Hos 12:6
think of a way to save Daniel. Ps 9[312121.13

tofthe daylooki [ Aot 12:11
ylooking for a way apat

: Heb 11:33 -
nthe Evening the men went together to 6:23

tDaniel oy
15],

I*illgélrlci-szll'*:i, “Your Majesty, you know ‘?ssa121é;:33 J
ecording to the law of the Medes and| 00 317,28

éPersianS,,
thangeq”
0atlast the king gave orders for Daniel e
arrested and thrown into the den of| Esth 312,89

Do law that the king signs can | 524, .,
2Kgs 14:8

om o £ King said to him, “May your God, %542
"1Y0u serve so faithfully, rescue you” |, 626
‘8tone was brought and placed over Ps:_g;‘z

™ : .

,‘(”v}itﬂl of the den. The king sealed the, . pands
th his awn royal seal and the seals 7:1

$, 50 that no one could rescue 931416

Then the king returned to his pal-| Den 21,2626,

_ ;»Euasf:lzspent th.? night fasting. He refused| oo 535
bi al éntertainment and couldn’t sleep 7:2
Ihat Ilight, Rev 7:1
drl:r early the next morning, the king got Ao 131
baor . ri€d out to the lions' den. 20When G
Sﬂtth Rev12:3;13:1 |

= ere, he called outinanguish, “Dan--
; my?)?lt Soef the hvfinghCEL(l)lt]ﬁ! Was your God,
I've so fait
&Dm.the Iions?"a v, able to rescue
anie] answered, “Long live the king!
od sent his angel to shut the lions’ -
S0 that they would not hurt me, for [

0f D : ‘ :
?am-’s. that is, the reign of Cyrus the Persian.  7:1 The first year
Was 556 a.c. (or perhaps as late as 553 s.¢.)
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e i that will be strietly enforced. Give orders hs o1, have beenfound innocent in his sight. And |
eBab-i | 5% | 4Thentheother ad“.“‘“‘;‘ Lrators ang gy orthe next thirty days any person who | ks 161~ | have not wronged you, Your Majesty.”
e |officers began searching for some faulys, e o Dan6:12-13 | . pq . i o
| g, 3, | H Daniel was handling governg in ystoanyone, divine or human—exceptto §38721 The king was overjoyed and ordered that
) Ithe wa en iesty—wi i a : i i
rer the ol by me they couldn’t find anythi . your Majesty—will be throx_m into the . E{?ag lDamel be l:fted.from the den. Not a sc.ratc_h
| pangtign |98 S0 demn. He was faithh'il]gh- ki of lions. 8And now, Your Majesty, issue ey |was found on him, for he had trusted in his
| 4. [ooHolseor Copble and complete] vl S ign this law so it cannot be changed,an ¢  God. -
| Eh11 ways responsible, haded e Y trug, | =eal law of the Medes and Persians that 1 kos 8:48-49 | 24Then the king gave orders to arrest the
; ! 6:2 \worthy. 5So they concluded, “Oy;, 4 e g : E Pss 34:1; 95:6 ; S :
ide the | 422 | s f 8 ot be revoked.” 950 King Darius signed ' o o4.15.  men who had maliciously accused Daniel.
| Ems22 4 ance of finding grounds for accuginy 1Thes 5:17-18 i ions’
heap-| ‘esmre iel will be in connection with the ng Jaw. 2 He had them thrown into the lions’ den,
h prov-, 032;125’7%-; 8 ;Dfal?'le vfll ion.” iy % pput when Daniel learned that the law Ps 3?:1312,33 along with their wives and children. The
nd two! 63 \° sé?)rgqegadrﬁinistrators and high o ild been Signgd, l_]e went.home and_km_a]t Dﬂ;tz'ﬁ lions leaped on thff:m and tore them apart
hehigh) Bansaz | t to the king and said, “Long live i, § fownas usual in his upstairs room, with its s .19 Defore they even hit the floor of the den.
«8Dan- . T :v[\)ren_ 37w e are all it agreement——wf%x yindows open towards Jerusalem. He prayed Pan3&12.681 25 Then King Darius sent this message to
thanall| genazis | ATIUS: ials, high offi e etimes a day, justashe had always done, "™ °1°?" the people of every race and nation and lan-
| Luke 23114-15 | ministrators, officials, high officers, adyig dree J : gt o 6:13
ers. Be- | W0 s and governors—that the king should mﬁin ¥ aingthanks to his God. 11 Then the officials gsmﬁsz | guage throughout the world:
| 1 ! el i R s | an 3: ) )
g ade; So1316 GBNeN23 67 Pos 503 62:4,6426 Dan6 16 Manz1g § sent together to Daniel’s houi nid folténd' Adls o) “Peace and prosperity to you!
pire. | Acts24: ) : gmpraying and asking for God'’s help. 1250 6:14 %6“] decree that ev. eth hout
des conquered Babylon in October 539 e.c.  5:31 Verse 5:31 is numbered 6.1 B ont straight to the k‘ing andreminded Mk 6:26 8 e eryon r.oug u
(oo55in Aramalctext. . : “Did : L s my kingdom should tremble with fear
' - §imabout his law. “Did you not sign a law' iz before the God of Daniel
~ { @tforthe next thirty days any person who Dzl 3
~ 7 Jystoanyone, divine or human—except gy For he is the living God,
A MAN OF PRAYER ¢ Daniel 6 _ St & 4vou, Your Majesty—will be thrown into plbste ‘and he will endure for ever.
ied, orto do the  justin word but also in action. His enemies tried to a 2 den of lions?” : Vlergs His kmgf:lom will never be destroyed,
hoste todothe through his faith, which they thought was a weakness, Yes,” the king replied, “that decision 6:17 and his rule will never end.
gtocourtfor a his faith was his greatest stength. sands: it is an official law of the Medes and | ot #7 He rescues and saves his people;
Because Daniel chose to do th!e right thing even in fa ﬁfs'ians that cannot be revoked” 618 | he performs miraculous signs and
not prayingand  of death, the king observed God's power and then 4 BThentheytold theking, “That man Dan- ? sa (21617} ~ wonders
thrown into the  God. He gave a decree that everyone in his Kingdom = W oneof the captives from Judah, is ignor- #1822 in the heavens and on earth.
‘praying. We all  acknowledge the God of Danlgl as the one and only livi ) i u and your law. He still prays to his Pl He has rescued Daniel i
integrity, but his When we do the right thing, néJ Bn\e:vtte; xsi &?;& three times a day.’ Dan 1321 7 from the power of the lions!
oliticians. Daniel ~ circumstances, we proclaim the Go te A - Hearing this, the king was deEPlYUO“be-‘d' 622 | 2850Daniel prospered during the reign of
in which many  may be sending a message 10 a corrupt police (dhe tried to think of a way to save Daniel. g} 11-13 ‘Darius and the reign of Cyrus the Persian.*
struggling governor who needs courage. Any time ! spent the rest of the day looking for a way ?‘thf 8 1211 |
ministrators and  wrong thing to get ourselves out of trouble, Wf‘; aﬁ?ﬁrgm i Daniel out of this predicament. " Heb1133- |Daniel’s Vision of Four Beasts
ausy in the other  opportunity to proclaim the message of Christ without i S | Pintheeveningthe menwenttogetherto| 628 o g during the first year of King Bel-
- iel was an example of a man who maintained fisirsgll s - drdaid “Your Mai ou know! - fE188 ] » during tl ng
ius the Mede to  Daniel was ¢ ; : Id find fad gancsalc, rour Majesty, youknow ia263 | shagzar's reign in Babylon,* Daniel had
 Darius himself. by trusting in God. Not even his enemies could find f o Dan3:17,28 |

&t according to the law of the Medes and
8 e Persians,
Schanged”
oatlast the king gave orders for Daniel
arrested and thrown into the den of!
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‘adream and saw visions as he lay in his bed.

‘He wrote down the dream, and this is what
he saw.

" 2In my vision that night, I, Daniel, saw a

; great storm churning the surface of a great

1sea, with strong winds blowing from every di-
irection. 3Then four huge beasts came up out

s27 ., 0fthe water, each different from the others.
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4The first beast was like a lion with eagles’
‘wings. As [ watched, its wings were pulled
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feet on the ground, like a human being. And
|it was given a human mind. :
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like a bear. It was rearing up on one side, and
/it had three ribs in its mouth between its
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