WORKSHEET #3

Textual Outline and Author’s Big Idea

For the passage which you have selected, create a Textual Outline and provide a statement of the Author’s Big Idea.  You will turn in only the results of your work (typed).  Be sure to read the discussion of your passages in the recommended commentaries as you work on the outline. 

· Scenes

· Provide a list of the scenes with verse references. (You do not need to write sentences for the scenes.)

· Textual Outline:  

· Outline the pattern of dramatic flow, writing a complete sentence for each of the elements.

· Setting: sentence description (verse reference)

· Rising Tension: sentence description (verse reference)

· Highest Point of Tension: sentence description (verse reference)

· Resolution: sentence description (verse reference)

· Following Actions / Concluding Lessons: sentence description (verse reference)

· Author’s Big Idea (ABI):

· Write one complete sentence summarizing the major components of the passage.
· This will use specific names of the characters.
· This can tend to be a long sentence.
EXAMPLE - 1 Samuel 25 

Scenes

· 25:1-4

· 25:5-8

· 25: 9-11

· Etc.

Textual Outline

· Setting: While David was in the wilderness of Paran hiding from Saul, he heard that Nabal was sheering his sheep in Carmel (25:1-4).

· Rising tension: Nabal dismissed David’s gracious request for help which made David furious; Nabal’s wife Abigail discovered David was coming with 400 men to kill them and hurried to meet David (25:5-22).

· Highest Point of Tension: Abigail reminded David that God will care for him and fulfill his promise to establish him as king and urged him not to act foolishly (25:23-31).

· Resolution: David accepted Abigail’s council as the Word of the Lord and abandoned his quest for vengeance (25:32-33).

· Following actions: David sent Abigail home in peace and Abigail became David’s wife after Nabal died (25:34-44).

Author’s Big Idea (ABI):

·  While David was on his way to kill Nabal, Abigail reminded David that God will care for him and conquer his enemies and David accepted her council and abandoned his quest for vengeance.
