WORKSHEET #2

Survey the Big Picture

Name:

Directions

You are NOT composing the context section of your paper in this assignment.  You are gathering the information you need to write the context section of your paper.  Most of this information will go in the context section of your paper although some of it could be included in other parts of your paper.  This worksheet will guide you through the context analysis process for your passage.  The primary outside resource you need to consult for this assignment is the ESV Study Bible.  The commentaries we have posted discuss the details of your passage and not context.  You do not have to write complete sentences to answer these questions.  You will find an electronic copy of this worksheet on the IBS website.  Please type your responses to these questions.  Be sure to include references when you are drawing on a particular resource—e.g., “(Davis, 234)”. 

HISTORICAL CONTEXT 

1. Who is the author of this book and to whom was this book written?

2. When did the events narrated in this passage take place? (Note: We are not asking when the book was composed but roughly when the events in the passage occurred.)

3. Where did the events recorded in the passage take place?  What would be helpful for contemporary readers to understand about the historical setting?

4. What historical or cultural elements in your passage might require clarification for contemporary readers to understand them? (Note: This information will go in the explanation portion of your paper.)

LITERARY CONTEXT 

5. Is your passage part of a larger unit in the book?  If so, how does it relate to that unit?  How does this part fit into the whole book? (Please include chapter and verse references.)

6. What occurs immediately before your passage? What occurs immediately after your passage?  How does your passage relate to what comes immediately before and after?  (Please include chapter and verse references.)

REDEMPTIVE CONTEXT 

7. In what chapter of God’s story do the events in this passage take place? (To answer this question, you will need to consult the chart in God’s Big Picture by Vaughn Roberts.)

8. What is important to understand about this particular kingdom in God’s story in order to rightly interpret this passage?  What is unique to this chapter as it relates to God’s people, God’s place, and how God is blessing/ruling his people? (To answer this question, you will need to consult the appropriate chapter in God’s Big Picture as well as the “History of Salvation Summary” in the ESV Study Bible.)

9. What redemptive themes emerge in your passage? (See the document entitled “Reading the Bible in Light of the Whole Story: Tracing Key Redemptive Themes” in your course notes following lecture 2.  Your commentaries will help you make some of these connections.)

